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to cuWS debt 


Debt supercommittee member Sen. John Kerry, D-Moss., speaks with reporters as the deficit reduction panel’s mandate ends in failure, on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
Monday, Nov. 21, 2011. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


STEVEN R. HURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

bitter partisanship gripping 
Washington has blocked 
a deal among members 
of a special congressional 
panel that struggled and 
eventually failed in its as¬ 
signment to cut more than 
a trillion dollars from Ameri¬ 
ca’s crippling and expand¬ 
ing debt. 

As the committee an¬ 
nounced Monday that it 
was going out of business, 
the U.S. stock market had 
already taken a sharp de¬ 
cline in anticipation of the 
so-called supercommit¬ 


tee’s inability to put togeth¬ 
er legislation that would 
slash U.S. deficit spending 
by at least $1.2 trillion. The 
country’s overall national 
debt has risen above $15 
trillion. 

Democratic Sen. Patty Mur¬ 
ray and Republican Rep. 
Jeb Hensarling said that de¬ 
spite “intense deliberations” 
the members of the panel 
were unable “to bridge the 
committee’s significant dif¬ 
ferences.” 

The stalemate could last 
through next year’s presi¬ 
dential and congressional 
elections. That could lead 
to Republicans ousting 


President Barack Obama 
and winning control of 
both chambers of Con¬ 
gress. Or, Democrats could 
score victories that would 
force Republicans to yield 
some ground. 

Simply put. Republicans re¬ 
fused to cross their ideolog¬ 
ical line against increasing 
taxes. Democrats refused 
to allow cuts in popular 
programs that serve the 
elderly and poor without 
a compensating growth of 
government income, es¬ 
pecially from the wealthi¬ 
est Americans. 

The real deadline is 
Wednesday but a solid 


draft was due Monday 
night to allow the nonpar¬ 
tisan Congressional Bud¬ 
get Office time to assess 
project savings had a deal 
been reached. There had 
been hope of polished leg¬ 
islation that could go to 
both houses of Congress 
for an up or down vote that 
precluded any amend¬ 
ments or filibusters to alter 
or delay action. That was 
to have happened before 
the end of the year. 

The deal between Obama 
and Congress that set up 
the Supercommittee in¬ 
cluded provisions that dic¬ 
tate, in case of failure, $1 


trillion in automatic cuts in 
spending for defense and 
a range of other govern¬ 
ment agencies starting in 
2013. 

Obama said in a news con¬ 
ference after the super¬ 
committee's announce¬ 
ment that he would veto 
any attempt to undo the 
automatic cuts. He blamed 
Republicans directly for the 
failure of the supercommit¬ 
tee, attributing it their un¬ 
willingness to compromise 
on taxes. 


Continued on next Page 
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Supercommittee fails mission to cut US debt 



President Barack Obama makes a statement at the White House 
after the congressionai debt supercommittee failed to reach 
an agreement on debt reduction on Monday, Nov. 21, 2011, in 
Washington. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 


Continued from front 

“There are still too many 
Republicans in Congress 
who hove retused to listen 
to the voices ot reason and 
compromise that are com¬ 
ing from outside of Wash¬ 
ington,” he said. “They 
continue to insist on pro¬ 
tecting $100 billion worth of 
tax cuts for the wealthiest 
2 percent of Americans at 
any cost.”Defense Secre¬ 
tary Leon Panetto os well os 
lawmakers in both parties 
hove warned that the im¬ 
pact of the automatic cuts 
on the Pentagon could be 
devastating. 

“In my four decades in¬ 
volved with public service, 
I have never been more 
concerned about the abil¬ 
ity of Congress to forge 
common-sense solutions to 
the nation's pressing prob¬ 
lems,” Panetta, a former 
House budget committee 
chairman, said in a state¬ 


ment. 

In reality, it is unclear if any 
of the automatic reduc¬ 
tions will ever take effect, 
since next year's elections 
have the potential to al¬ 
ter the political landscape 
before then. Americans 
already hold Congress in 
record low esteem, 9 per¬ 
cent approval, and the su¬ 
percommittee failure was 
certain to send that num¬ 
ber even lower. But it also 
could hurt Obama, who 
has increased the total 
U.S. debt considerably — 
to more that $15 trillion — 
with emergency spending 
he said was necessary to 
keep the American econ¬ 
omy out of a depression. 
He pumped billions into the 
economy after it nearly col¬ 
lapsed in the final months 
of George W. Bush presi- 
dency.The stock market fell 
sharply as investors sought 
safety in U.S. Treasury 
bonds and other more cer¬ 


tain investments, reacting 
to fears of a further down¬ 
grade of the U.S. credit rat¬ 
ing and subsequent jump in 
interest rates. One agency 
that rates American gov¬ 
ernment debt. Standard & 


Poors, marked U.S. bonds 
down from triple A to AA+ 
last summer during the 
congressional fight over 
raising the U.S. borrowing 
limit — normally done as a 
matter of course. That fight 


spawned the supercom¬ 
mittee as part of a bitterly 
fought compromise. 
Unwilling to concede fail¬ 
ure, several members of 
the debt panel attended a 
last-ditch meeting at mid¬ 
day Monday. The gather¬ 
ings proved futile and the 
committee's failure was 
announced a few hours 
later.The White House was 
prodding Congress to take 
action until the last and 
said there was still the pos¬ 
sibility of action after the 
committee disbands. 
“Congress could still act 
and has plenty of time to 
act. And we call on Con¬ 
gress to fulfill its responsibil¬ 
ity,” White House press sec¬ 
retary Jay Carney said. 
Failure, which many ana¬ 
lysts predicted from the 
outset, came into plain 
view as top Democrats 
and Republicans started 
publicly blaming one an¬ 
other over the weekend. □ 
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Mother of bomb plot suspect apologizes 



Jose Pimentel smiles during his arraignment at Manhattan crimi¬ 
nal court, Sunday, Nov. 20, 2011, in New York. Pimentel, an “al- 
Qaida sympathizer” accused of plotting to bomb police and 
post offices in New York City as well as U.S. troops returning 
home, was charged with criminal possession of explosive de¬ 
vices with the intent to use in a terrorist manner. 

(AP Photo/Jefferson Siegel, Pool) 


Plea deal 
in gay 
classmate 
killing 

GREG RISLING 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 

Southern California teen¬ 
ager pleaded guilty Mon¬ 
day to second-degree 
murder for killing a gay stu¬ 
dent during a computer 
lab class three years ago 
that will send him to prison 
for 21 years and avoid a re¬ 
trial, authorities said. 
Brandon Mclnerney, 17, 
pleaded guilty to the mur¬ 
der charge, as well as one 
count each of voluntary 
manslaughter and use of 
a firearm, said Ventura 
County Chief Deputy Dis¬ 
trict Attorney Mike Frawley. 
Mclnerney is scheduled to 
be sentenced Dec. 19. 

The case drew wide atten¬ 
tion because of its shock¬ 
ing premise: Mclnerney, in 
a fit of homophobic rage, 
killed 15-year-old Larry King 
at E.O. Green Junior High 
School in Oxnard because 
he was offended by King’s 
dress and how the victim 
interacted with him. Comic 
Ellen DeGeneres, a lesbian, 
weighed in on her talk show 
shortly after the shooting 
and said gays shouldn’t be 
treated as second-class cit¬ 
izens. Mclnerney was only 
14 at the time of the Febru¬ 
ary 2008 shooting. Several 
jurors said after the teen’s 
trial earlier this year that he 
should never have been 
tried as an adult.Q 


JENNIFER PELTZ 

TOM HAYS 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

mother of a “lone wolf" ac¬ 
cused of plotting to attack 
police stations and post 
offices with homemade 
bombs apologized to New 
Yorkers on Monday, even 
as questions arose about 
why federal authorities — 
who typically handle ter¬ 
rorism cases — declined to 


get involved in what city 
officials called a serious 
threat. 

The mother of Jose Pimen¬ 
tel spoke to reporters out¬ 
side her upper Manhattan 
home the day after her 
son was arraigned in state 
court on terrorism-related 
charges. “I didn’t raise my 
son in that way," Carmen 
Sosa said. 

Officials with the NYPD, 
which conducted the un¬ 


dercover investigation us¬ 
ing a confidential informant 
and a bugged apartment, 
said the department had 
to move quickly because 
Pimentel was about to test 
a pipe bomb made out 
of match heads, nails and 
other ingredients bought at 
neighborhood hardware 
and discount stores. 

Federal authorities were 
aware of the probe, but 
under the circumstances, 
“it was appropriate to pro¬ 
ceed under state charg¬ 
es,” District Attorney Cyrus 
Vance said in announcing 
the arrest late Sunday. 

Two law enforcement offi¬ 
cials said Monday that the 
NYPD’s Intelligence Division 
had sought to get the FBI 
involved at least twice as 
the investigation unfolded. 
Both times, the FBI conclud¬ 
ed that he wasn’t a serious 
threat, they said. 

The FBI thought Pimentel 
“didn’t have the predispo¬ 
sition or the ability to do 
anything on his own,” one 
of the officials said. 

The officials were not au¬ 
thorized to speak about the 
case and spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity. The 
FBI’s New York office and 
the U.S. attorney’s office in 
Manhattan both declined 
to comment on Monday. 
Pimentel’s lawyer, Joseph 
Zablocki, said his client was 
never a true threat. 

The arrest marked the sec¬ 
ond time this year that the 
police department took 
the unusual step of work¬ 
ing with a state prosecutor 


to bring a terrorism case. In 
May, two men were indict¬ 
ed on charges they told an 
NYPD undercover detec¬ 
tive about their desire to 
attack synagogues. 

A grand jury declined to 
indict Ahmed Ferhani and 
Mohamed Mamdouh on 
the most serious charge 
initially brought against 
them — a high-level terror 
conspiracy count that car¬ 
ried the potential for life in 
prison without parole. They 
were, however, indicted on 
lesser state terrorism and 
hate crime charges, in¬ 
cluding one punishable by 
up to 32 years behind bars. 
Attorneys for Ferhani said 
hate crime charges and 
a rarely used state terror¬ 
ism law were misapplied to 
what they have called a 
case of police entrapment. 
State prosecutors insist that 
there’s ample evidence 
that Pimentel went well be¬ 
yond merely talking about 
terrorism — and that he was 
acting on his own initiative. 
At an arraignment where 
Pimentel was ordered held 
without bail, prosecutors 
said investigators have 
“countless hours” of audio 
and video in this case. And 
in a criminal complaint, an 
intelligence division detec¬ 
tive alleges Pimentel told 
him after the arrest that he 
was about an hour away 
from finishing the bomb 
and felt Islamic law obli¬ 
gates all Muslims to wage 
war against Americans to 
avenge U.S. military action 
in their homelands. □ 
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US, Britain, Canada team up 
on iran sanctions 



Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton walks out with Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner to speak 
about new sanctions the U.S. is taking to increase pressure on Iran, at the State Department in 
Washington, Monday, Nov. 21, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 


BRADLEY KLAPPER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Thwarted internationally, 
the Obama administra¬ 
tion cobbled together a 
new set of best-available 
sanctions against Iran on 
Monday that underlined its 
limited capacity to force 
Tehran to halt its suspected 
nuclear weapons program. 
The U.S. action was coordi¬ 
nated with Britain and Can¬ 
ada, but not with countries 
such os Russia and Chino 
that hove far greater eco¬ 
nomic investments in the 
Islamic republic. 

The American sanctions 
target Iran’s oil and pet¬ 
rochemicals industries 
and Iranian companies in¬ 
volved in nuclear procure¬ 
ment or enrichment activ¬ 
ity. The U.S. also declared 
Iran's banking system a 
center for money launder¬ 
ing, designed os a stern 
warning to financial institu¬ 
tions around the world to 
think twice before doing 
business with Tehran. 
President Barack Cbama 
said Iran had a choice: 
come clean on its nucle¬ 
ar program and reap the 
benefits of closer econom¬ 
ic cooperation with the 
world, or face even more 
pressure. 

“Iron has chosen fhe path 
of infernational isolation," 
Obama said in a state¬ 


ment. “As long as Iron con¬ 
tinues down this dangerous 
path, the United States will 
continue to find ways, both 
in concert with our part¬ 
ners and through our own 
actions to isolate and in¬ 
crease the pressure upon 
the Iranian regime." 

The new restrictions essen¬ 
tially amount to a piece¬ 
meal addition to dozens 
of American measures al¬ 
ready in place fo isolate 
Iran's economy, partly 
reflecting the need for a 
quick response to a U.N. 
nuclear agency report 
suggesting Iranian work to¬ 
ward the development of 
atomic weapons. Release 
of the report two weeks 
ago sparked frenzied inter¬ 
national diplomacy over 
how to halt the Iranian 
threat, including specula¬ 
tion in the U.S., Europe and 
Israel on the merits of mili¬ 
tary intervention. The larger 
American dilemma is two¬ 
fold: After three decades 
of economic estrange¬ 
ment and escalating pres¬ 
sure on Tehran for its dismal 
human rights record and al¬ 
leged support for terrorism, 
the United States has few 
tools left to coerce or pe¬ 
nalize the Iranian regime. 
And Washington is unlikely 
to authorize a military strike 
anytime soon, conscious 
that an attack may delay 
but not stop Iran from de¬ 


veloping the bomb and 
fearful af fhe polifical fall¬ 
out at a time when the U.S. 
is flailing in debf and trying 
to transition from conflicfs 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

For the Obama adminis¬ 
tration, even the sanctions 
route is constrained. The 
United Nations has passed 
four rounds of global sanc¬ 
tions against Iran since 2006, 
but vetc-hclding nations 
Russia and China stand in 
the way af any further ac- 
tian. And even unilaterally, 
American afficials have 
held back from blanketing 
all of Iran's fuel-related ex¬ 
ports and its central bank 
with sanctions, for fear of 
spiking world oil prices and 
hampering the American 
economic recovery. 

A little more than a week 
aga. President Barack 
Obama pressed Russian 
President Dmitry Medve¬ 
dev and Chinese President 
Hu Jintaa to join the U.S. 
and its partners in taking 
action, to no avail. 
Secretary of State Hill¬ 
ary Rodham Clinton and 
Treasury Secretary Timothy 
Geithner announced the 
new American sanctians, 
which tighten restrictions 
on individuals and com¬ 
panies doing business in 
the Iranian ail and gas in¬ 
dustries, and update an al¬ 
ready lengthy list of black¬ 
listed Iranian firms. □ 



Student Kayo MacMillen holds a sign during a rally on the Uni¬ 
versity of California, Davis campus in Davis, Calif., Monday, 
Nov. 21, 2011 after police pepper-sprayed peaceful demon¬ 
strators during an anti-Wall Street protest on Friday. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sakuma) 


Police chief on leave 
over pepper spray 


JASON DEAREN 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

The University of California, 
Davis said Monday that it 
has placed its police chief 
on administrative leave 
amid outrage over widely 
circulated videos of officers 
dousing pepper spray on 
sfudent Occupy profesters. 
In a news release, campus 
officials said if was neces¬ 
sary fo place pciice Chief 
Annetfe Spicuzza an leave 
fo resfore frusf and calm 
tensions following Friday's 
crackdown on the “Oc¬ 
cupy UC Davis" encamp¬ 
ment, which resulted in 10 
arrests. 

The school has also placed 
twc officers on adminisfra- 
five leave. 

Videos posfed online clear¬ 
ly show one riof-gear clad 
officer spraying a line af 
profesters as they sit pas¬ 
sively with their arms inter¬ 
twined. Spicuzza told the 
AP that the second officer 
was identified during an in¬ 
tense review of several vid¬ 
eos. On Sunday, UC Presi- 
denf Mark Yudof said he 
was “appalled" by images 
of protesfers being pepper- 
sprayed and plans an as- 
sessmenf of law enfarce- 
ment pracedures an all 10 
campuses. 

“Free speech is part of the 
DNA of this university, and 
non-violent protest has long 
been central to our history,” 
said Yudof, who heads the 
10-campus UC system. “It 


is a value we must protect 
with vigilance." 

Yudof said it was not his in¬ 
tention to “micromanage 
aur campus police forces,” 
buf he said all 10 chancel¬ 
lors would convene soon 
fora discussian “abouf haw 
to ensure proportional law 
enforcement response to 
non-violent protest.” 
Protesters from Occupy 
Sacramento planned to 
travel to nearby Davis on 
Monday far a naon rally in 
salidarity with the students, 
the graup said in a state¬ 
ment. UC Davis afficials 
refused fa identify fhe twa 
afficers who were place on 
administrative leave but 
one was a veteran of many 
years on the force and the 
other “fairly new” to the de¬ 
partment, Spicuzza earlier 
told The Associated Press. 
She would not elaborate 
further because at the 
pending probe. 

The federal caurts have 
ruled on such cases. At the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals, which covers courts 
in nine Western states, the 
cases ruled in the past 
that protesters weren’t in 
“active resistance," if they 
were sitting peacefully, the 
use cf pepper spray was 
excessive. 

“Pepper spray is designed 
ta prefect people from 
a violent attack, tc stop 
somebody from doing 
something,” said Wheaton, 
senior counsel for the Oak¬ 
land-based First Amend¬ 
ment Project. □ 


! 


I 

I 

I 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


I 

[ 


I 

I 

I 


[ 


I 

I 

I 
























U.S. NEWSI?. 


Tuesday, November 22, 2011 


Journalists protest Occupy Wall St police handling 


DEEPTI HAJELA 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Media 
organizations on Monday 
sent letters to city otficiols 
complaining about the po¬ 
lice handling ot journalists 
covering the Occupy Wall 
Street protests and called 
for meetings to address 
their concerns. 

They said New York police 
blocked journalists from 
seeing when authorities 
cleared out the Occupy 
comp in lower Manhattan’s 
Zuccotti Pork lost week and 
said police officers used 
force and arrested some 
journalists os they were try¬ 
ing to do their jobs. 

“The police actions of lost 
week hove been more hos¬ 
tile to the press than any 
other event in recent mem¬ 
ory," o coalition of medio 
organizations and journal¬ 
ist groups said in o letter to 
chief New York Police De¬ 
partment spokesman Paul 
Browne. 

The New York Civil Liberties 
Union sent another letter to 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and police Commissioner 
Raymond Kelly, covering 
similar ground. 

“The numerous reports we 
hove received and have 
learned of make clear to 
us that the NYPD is aggres¬ 
sively blocking journalists 
from doing their constitu¬ 
tionally protected work 
and in some instances is 
even targeting journalists 
for mistreatment,” that let¬ 
ter said. 

When police cleared out 
the Occupy comp in Zuc¬ 
cotti Pork last week in on 
overnight raid, journalists 
were kept at o distance, 
and several were arrested 
along with the protesters 
there and at other sites lat¬ 
er in the day. 

Bloomberg, on indepen¬ 
dent, has defended the 
NYPD's policy of keeping 
the medio bock, saying 
it was intended to keep 
them out of harm's way. 
“The police department 
routinely keeps members 
of the press off to the side 
when they’re in the middle 
of o police action,” he said 
lost week. “It’s to prevent 
the situation from getting 
worse, and it’s to protect 
the members of the press.” 


The medio groups, in their 
letter, cited numerous ex¬ 
amples, including on of¬ 
ficer grabbing o photog¬ 
rapher and dragging him 
from the pork and another 
pushing o reporter, who fell 
on the ground. They called 
for o meeting “so that we 
may hove full and frank dis¬ 
cussions in order to resolve 
these issues and prevent 
further deterioration of the 
police-press relationship 
which is so critical to on in¬ 
formed public.” 

The signatories on the letter 
included representatives 
of The Associated Press; 
The New York Times; the 
New York Post; the Doily 



U.S. Assistant Attorney George P. Varghese, center, arrives at 
Federal Court in Washington, Monday, Nov. 21, 2011, for the 
hearing of White House shooting suspect Oscar Ramiro Ortega- 
Hernondez of Idaho Falls. 

(AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana) 


News; Dow Jones; Thom¬ 
son Reuters; NBC Universal 
and WNBC-TV; WABC-TV; 
WCBS-TV; the National 
Press Photographers Asso¬ 
ciation; the New York Press 
Photographers Association; 
the New York Press Club 
and the Reporters Com¬ 
mittee for Freedom of the 
Press. 

In on email, Browne, the 
police spokesman, said, 
“We’ve worked together 
in the post to iron out mis¬ 
understandings, and I’m 
happy to do so again.” 

An email sent to the may¬ 
or’s office seeking com¬ 
ment was not immediately 
answered Mondoy.Q 
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Gunman barricades 
self in US air base 

SCHRIEVER AIR FORCE BASE, Colorado (AP) — An 

airman armed with a pistol barricaded himselt in a 
building at an Air Force base that controls GPS satel¬ 
lites, but operations haven't been disrupted, otficials 
said Monday. 

The building at Schriever Air Force Base was evacu¬ 
ated, and no shots were fired and no one was in¬ 
jured, said Schriever Air Force Base spokeswoman 
Jennifer Thibault. 

A negotiator and a SWAT team from the Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment were on scene at the Air Force's request, 
said Air Force Lt. Marie Denson. 

Thibault said the airman is a member of a security 
squadron and is armed with his own handgun. Offi¬ 
cials were investigating how he got the weapon past 
security and onto the base. 

The airman was in a building where personnel pre¬ 
pare for deployments, Thibault said. 

Control rooms for GPS and other military satellites are 
in a separate, heavily protected inner compound sur¬ 
rounded by fences and staffed with armed guards. 
The gunman faces a discharge over a matter in civil¬ 
ian court, but no other details were available, Den¬ 
son said. He is still classified as being on active duty, 
she said. 

The airman’s name, rank and service history weren't 
immediately released. 

The base south of Denver controls more than 60 mili¬ 
tary satellites.G 


Ex-FBI director to investigate US football scandal 


Former FBI director Louis Freeh, speaks after it was announced 
by Ken Frazier, chairman of the Penn State University speciai 
committee, that Freeh will lead an independent investigation 
into aiiegations of child abuse by a former Penn State employee 
Monday, Nov. 21, 2011 in Philadeiphia. 

(AP Photo/Aiex Brandon) 


PATRICK WALTERS 
Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — The 

former FBI director chosen 
to lead an investigation into 
the child sex-abuse allega¬ 
tions against a former as¬ 
sistant coach at one of the 
biggest football programs 
in the U.S. said Monday his 
inquiry will go as far back as 
1975, a much longer period 
than a grand jury report is¬ 
sued earlier this month. 
Louis Freeh was named 
Monday to oversee the 
Penn State University board 
of trustees' internal investi¬ 
gation into the abuse alle¬ 
gations that ultimately led 
to the firing of Joe Paterno, 
one of the country’s win- 
ningest football coaches, 
and university President 
Graham Spanier. 

Paterno and Spanier have 
been accused of doing 
too little after a graduate 
assistant claimed he saw 
assistant coach Jerry San¬ 
dusky sexually abusing a 
young boy in a campus 
shower in 2002. Sandusky is 


accused of molesting eight 
boys over a 15-year period 
beginning in the mid-1990s. 
Authorities say some as¬ 
saults happened on cam¬ 
pus and were reported to 
administrators but not to 
police. 

The scandal has shaken 
the reputation of a college 
sports program that long 
had prided itself on integri¬ 
ty in an environment where 
the profits of endorsements 
and television deals have 
led some schools to com¬ 
promise academics and 
the law itself. 

Authorities say Sandusky, 
who retired from Penn 
State in 1999, met the chil¬ 
dren through The Second 
Mile, a youth charity that 
he started in 1977. By going 
back as far as 1975, Freeh’s 
investigation would cover 
the entire time The Second 
Mile has existed and 24 of 
the 30 years that Sandusky 
worked at Penn State. 

Freeh said his goal was to 
conduct a comprehen¬ 
sive, fair and quick review 
with his team of former FBI 
agents, federal prosecutors 
and others. 


“We will immediately report 
any evidence of criminal¬ 
ity to law enforcement au¬ 
thorities," said Freeh, who 
has no connection to Penn 
State. 

Penn State faced criticism 
after announcing that its 
internal investigation would 
be led by two university 
trustees, Merck pharma¬ 
ceutical company CEO 
Kenneth Frazier and state 
Education Secretary Ron¬ 
ald Tomalis. Faculty mem¬ 
bers on Friday called for an 
independent investigation. 
“No one is above scrutiny," 
Frazier said. “He has com¬ 
plete rein to follow any 
lead, to look into every cor¬ 
ner of the university to get 
to the bottom of what hap¬ 
pened and then to make 
recommendations that will 
help ensure that it never 
happens again." 

Paterno, who has the most 
wins of any major college 
football coach, has con¬ 
ceded he should have 
done more. Spanier has 
said he would have re¬ 
ported a crime if he had 
suspected one had been 
committed. □ 
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At Harvard and Yale, tailgate rules spark debate 



Trash is scattered from Saturday’s football game outside the Yale 
Bowl where a woman died after a U-Houl truck carrying beer 
kegs to a fraternity party careened into a crowd, in New Haven, 
Conn., Nov. 19, 2011. In the years before Saturday’s fatal acci¬ 
dent, students and administrators had haggled over regulations 
in the tailgating area. 

(Christopher Capozziello/The New York Times) 


THOMAS KAPLAN 
© 2011 New York Times 
NEW HAVEN, Conn. - For 

administrators at Yale and 
Harvard, it is a nightmare to 
be confronted every other 
fall: How to best regulate 
the student tailgate area 
at the alcohol-fueled, fra- 
difion-bound specfocle 
known reverenfly as fhe 
Game. 

Sfudenfs, mosf of fhem wifh 
high SAT scores and low 
inferesf in foofball, lobby 
fiercely for fhe righf fo for¬ 
sake fheir sfudious dignify 
for one Safurday morning 
and guzzle cheap beer 
while fromping in a muddy 
field. Some may evenfually 
sfumble info fhe Yale Bowl 
or Harvard Sfadium; many 
ofhers will nof. 

Universify adminisfrafors 
and sfudenfs have hag¬ 
gled endlessly over failgafe 
rules in recenf years. Offi¬ 
cials have soughf fo curfail 
chronic underage drinking 
before fhe annual Harvard- 
Yole gome, and sfudenfs 
hove foughf fo preserve 
fheir day of revelry. 

The failgafe rules, whose 
annual release is breafh- 
lessly chronicled by sfudenf 
newspapers on bofh cam¬ 
puses, hove been formu- 
lofed largely fo prevenf fhe 
serf of colamify fhof hap¬ 
pened on Safurday: an oc- 
cidenf fhaf killed a woman 
oufside fhe Yale Bowl. 

The police on Sunday iden- 
fified fhe woman as Nancy 
Barry, 30, of Salem, Moss., 
who died when a U-Houl 
fruck carrying beer kegs fo 
a frofernify porfy occeler- 
ofed info a crowd. Her fam¬ 
ily could nof be reached for 


commenf. Two ofher peo¬ 
ple were hurf: Sarah Shorf, 
31, a sfudenf of fhe Yale 
School of Monogemenf, 
who remained hospifol- 
ized Sunday, and Elizabefh 
Dernbach, 23, a compufer 
lab ossisfonf of Harvard’s 
Division of Confinuing Edu- 
cofion, who suffered minor 
injuries. 

If was nof clear if fhe fhree 
women knew one onofher. 
The driver of fhe U-Houl, 
Brendan Ross, a Yale junior 
from fhe Sf. Louis area and 
a member of fhe Sigma Phi 
Epsilon frofernify, has nof 
been charged. A spokes¬ 
man for fhe New Haven 
police said fhaf Ross hod 
passed a field sobriefy fesf 
offer fhe accidenf and fhaf 
fhe U-Haul had been im¬ 
pounded for forensic fesf- 
ing. 

Ross’ lawyer, William F. Dow 
III, said Sunday fhaf fhe 
crash “appears fo be fhe 
resulf of a vehicle malfunc- 
fion." He added, “Brendan 
and his family express fheir 
sincere condolences fo fhe 
family of Nancy Barry for 
fhis fragic accidenf." 

Ross’ frofernify brofhers 
hove said he was nof drink¬ 
ing before fhe crash. 
Alcohol has been fhe focus 
of officials who draw up fhe 
rules for fhe Horvord-Yole 
failgafe, which, while per¬ 
haps nof parficularly im¬ 
pressive fo someone from 
on insfifufion wifh a major 
college foofball program, is 
fhe mosf-anficipafed social 
occasion, nof fo menfion 
drinking occasion, of fhe 
year for many Harvard and 
Yale sfudenfs. 

“I was in fhe dean's office 


for 20 years, and 10 of fhose 
years drove me crazy,” said 
Beffy Trachfenberg, a long- 
fime dean of sfudenf affairs 
af Yale, who refired in 2007 
and now wafehes sfudenf 
failgafing from afar. “Drink¬ 
ing, failgafes and foofball 
seem fo be synonymous, 
and you can’f separafe 
one from fhe ofher.” 
Harvard has fended fo 
have fougher rules; if does 
nof allow kegs af fhe fail¬ 
gafing, for example. If has 
also banned U-Haul frucks 
in recenf years because 
of fhe damage fhey were 
causing fo fhe fields where 
fhe failgafing was held. The 
frucks also caused onofher 
problem: Sfudenfs hod a 
hobif of climbing fhem and 
fuming fheir roofs info im- 
prompfu dance floors. 
“You’re probably 12 or 
14 feef off fhe ground up 
fhere, and if's wef, and if’s 


dangerous,” said Maffhew 
W. Mahon, who was presi- 
denf of Harvard's sfudenf 
governmenf when fhe uni¬ 


versify began cracking 
down on fhe frucks in 2004. 
“People definifely fell off 
fhe fops.” 

In recenf years, arguing 
over failgafing rules has 
become almosf os much a 
porf of fhe frodifion of fhe 
Gome as foofball. Alumni 
- who gofher in a sepa¬ 
rafe area for more refined 
celebrafions fhaf offen in¬ 
clude linen fobleclofhs and 
cheese wedges - profesfed 
a rule fhaf Yale imposed in 
2005 ordering fhaf failgaf¬ 
ing end when fhe foofball 
game reached halffime. 
When fhe Game was 
played here in 2007, fhe 
baffle was over U-Houls. 
Yale officials considered 
banning fhem, cifing sofefy 
worries; fhe sfudenf gov¬ 
ernmenf objeefed, saying 
sfudenfs needed a way fo 
fransporf food, grills and 
coolers. □ 
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Egypt’s mterirn govt, offers to resign 


DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK 
LIAM STACK 

© 2011 New York Times 
CAIRO - After three days of 
increasingly violent demon¬ 
strations, Egypt's interim ci¬ 
vilian government submitted 
its resignation to the coun¬ 
try’s ruling military council on 
Monday, bowing to the de¬ 
mands of the protesters and 
marking o crisis of legitimacy 
for the military-led govern¬ 
ment. 

The step was reported by 
Egyptian television, and it re¬ 
mained to be seen whether 
the military would accept or 
reject the offer of the resig¬ 
nation, which followed the 
most sustained and bloodi¬ 
est challenge to the military's 
hold on power since the toll 
of former President Hosni 
Mubarak os demonstrators 
clashed with security forces 
around Tohrir Square and 
across the country. 

Egyptian troops had been 
heralded as saviors when 
their generals ushered out 
Mubarak on Feb. 11, but 
on Sunday they led o new 
push to clear the square. The 
Health Ministry said Monday 
that at least 23 people hod 
been killed. Since Saturday, 
more than 1,500 people hod 
been wounded, the ministry 
said. By Monday evening the 
crowd in Tohrir Square, the 
symbolic epicenter of the 
Arab Spring uprisings, hod 
swelled to o size even larger 
than the night before, eas¬ 
ily exceeding 10,000. Older 
professionals and young 
women again mingled in the 
background while the pre¬ 
dominantly young and mole 
crowd continued to battle 
security forces guarding the 
Ministry of Interior or push¬ 


ing forward toward the 
square. But people in the 
square reported o coars¬ 
er atmosphere than on 
previous days, with more 
harassment of women or 
foreigners. At dusk young 
men in the center of the 
square were seen prepar¬ 


ing what appeared to be 
Molotov cocktails for use 
against security forces in 
the long night ahead. 

On Monday morning, the 
thoroughfares of down¬ 
town Cairo were littered 
with stones and other de¬ 
bris from the fighting, and 
witnesses said they hod 
seen the bodies of three 
protesters wrapped in 
blankets carried away af¬ 
ter they hod been hit with 
live ammunition over¬ 


night. An apartment build¬ 
ing near Tohrir Square was 
damaged by o fire sparked 
when o tear gas canister 
landed on o third-floor bal¬ 
cony, protesters said. 

A representative of the rul¬ 
ing military council, Gen. 
Said Abbas, visited Tohrir 


Square on Monday and 
spoke in o brief news con¬ 
ference, saying the council 
respected the protesters' 
right to peaceful demon¬ 
strations. He declared that 
the security forces hod not 
initiated any violence but 
only defended themselves, 
and he insisted - despite o 
sweep of the square Sun¬ 
day evening by hundreds 
of soldiers and police in 
riot gear - that the security 
forces hod not entered the 


square. 

Asked about the reports 
of protesters injured by 
gunfire from security 
forces, he said the vic¬ 
tims were “thugs,” not 
peaceful demonstrators. 
The representative told 
the crowd to consider the 


economic cost of shutting 
the central square to traf¬ 
fic and disrupting city life, 
reminding them of losses 
this week in the Egyptian 
stock market. 

The violence has seemed 
to reinforce the revolution¬ 
ary urgency that had re¬ 
turned to the square, and 
when the army moved to 
push out the thousands 
of protesters on Sunday, 
more than twice os many 
quickly flooded bock.Q 


Gadhafi intel 
chief held in 
secret location 

HADEEL AL-SHALCHI 
RAMI AL-SHAHEIBI 
Associated Press 
ZINTAN, Libya (AP) — Moom- 
mor Godhofi's captured 
intelligence chief is being 
held at o highly secret loca¬ 
tion deep in Libya's southern 
desert because of possible 
threats to his life, o govern¬ 
ment spokesman said Mon¬ 
day. 

Abdullah al-Senoussi, who is 
wanted by the International 
Criminal Court in the Nether¬ 
lands and by France, is be¬ 
ing held in the city of Sobho 
by revolutionary fighters who 
captured him on Sunday, 
sold Hmeid ol-Etobi, o local 
spokesman for Libya’s new 
leadership. But the prisoner’s 
precise location must be 
kept secret, he said. 

“The revolutionaries hove 
created o total medio black¬ 
out on his whereabouts be¬ 
cause so many people wont 
him dead,” ol-Etobi told The 
Associated Press. 

Fighters from another fac¬ 
tion in Libya's western moun¬ 
tains ore holding the other 
high-level detainee cap¬ 
tured over the weekend, 
Godhafi's son Seif al-lslom, 
whose convoy was swarmed 
by militiamen in the southern 
desert on Saturday. They 
ore also keeping him in o 
secret location and refusing 
to hand him over to notional 
authorities in Tripoli. 

The inability of the Notional 
Transitional Council to hove 
either detainee brought to 
the capital has added to 
doubts about its control over 
the fractured country otter 
the fall of Gadhofi’s 42-year 
rule in August and his cap¬ 
ture and death lost month. □ 



Protesters stand on a burned vehicle used os a barricade near Tahrir Square in Cairo, Nov. 
21, 2011. Egypt’s military rulers on Monday faced the most sustained and bloodiest challenge 
to their hold on power since the fall of Hosni Mubarak os demonstrators clashed for a third 
successive day with security forces around Tahrir Square after new clashes broke out across 
the country. 

(Moises Somon/The New York Times) 
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AP Exclusive: 


Alleged Iran nuke site being watched 


GEORGEJAHN 
Associated Press 
VIENNA (AP) — Satellite sur¬ 
veillance has Shawn an in¬ 
crease in activity at an Ira¬ 
nian site suspected of links 
to alleged secret work on 
nuclear weapons, officials 
tell The Associated Press. 
The reports come as the In¬ 
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency and nations track¬ 
ing Iran’s nuclear program 
increase efforts to moni¬ 
tor such sites following the 
strongest IAEA report to 
date on alleged Iranian re¬ 
search and development 
of such weapons. But the 
significance is unclear. 

One official cited intelli¬ 
gence from his home coun¬ 
try, saying it appeared 
Tehran is trying to cover 
its tracks by sanitizing the 
site and removing any evi¬ 
dence of nuclear research 
and development. 



Female Iranian students hold posters of supreme leader Aya¬ 
tollah All Khamenei, and a poster against US President Barack 
Obama, while they gather in front of the Isfahan Uranium Con¬ 
version Facility in support of Iran’s nuclear program, just outside 
the city of Isfahan, 410 kilometers, 255 miles south of the capital 
Tehran, Iron, Tuesday, Nov. 15, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Vohid Solemi) 


But two others reserved 
judgment while confirm¬ 
ing sightings of increased 
activity. And in Washing¬ 
ton, Pentagon spokesman 


Copt. John Kirby said he 
has “seen nothing to indi¬ 
cate that those concerns 
are warranted.” 

The focus is on a structure 


believed to be housing a 
large metal chamber at a 
military site that a Nov. 8 In¬ 
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency report described 
as being used for nuclear- 
related explosives testing. 
The official with the most 
precise information said 
satellite imagery of the site, 
at Pcrchin, southwest of 
Tehran, shows increased 
activity, including an un¬ 
usual number of vehicles 
arriving and leaving. He 
described the movements, 
recorded Nov. 4-5, as un¬ 
usual and said his country 
views it as evidence that 
Iran is trying to “clean” the 
area of traces of weapons- 
related work 

“Freight trucks, special 
haulage vehicles and 
cranes were seen entering 
and leaving ... (and) some 
equipment and dangerous 
materials were removed 


from the site,” said a sum¬ 
mary he provided to the 
AP. 

Counterparts from two 
other countries agreed 
there had been more ac¬ 
tivity than usual at the site 
around that date but could 
not conclude that pointed 
to an attempted cover-up 
by the Iranians. 

The IAEA was alerted to the 
suspicions late last week, 
and a senior diplomat fa¬ 
miliar with the issue said 
the agency was closely 
monitoring all suspect sites 
mentioned in the agency’s 
report. He, like the officials, 
asked for anonymity be¬ 
cause his information was 
confidential. 

The IAEA said it would have 
no comment. 

Ali Asghcr Soltanieh, Iran’s 
chief delegate to the IAEA, 
dismissed the reports as 
“childish stories.” □ 
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Venezuela brace for more price controls 


C. TOOTHAKER 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — New rules aimed at 
curbing Venezuela's high 
inflation by broadening 
government price controls 
will scare off investors and 
hurt consumers, the presi¬ 
dent of the country's larg¬ 
est business chamber pre¬ 
dicted Monday. 

Jorge Botti, president of 
Fedecamaras, said the 
Low for Fair Costs and 
Prices will spook investors 
looking for wider profit mar¬ 
gins and cause shortages 
of basic goods because 
makers of numerous prod¬ 
ucts will likely scale bock 
production. 

“It's going to create more 
doubts and uncertainty,” 
Botti said. 

Fie said sweeping price reg¬ 
ulations applied to goods 
and services in every area 
of Venezuela's economy 
will inevitably hurt business¬ 
es already struggling with 
socialist-orientated policies 
established by President 
Flugo Chavez. 

While price controls al¬ 
ready exist for some basic 



Venezuela's President Hugo Chavez plants a kiss on the 
forehead of Venezuela's hip hop singer Rodbexa Poleo during 
a raiiy ceiebrating the Day of the University Student at the 
Miraflores Paiace in Caracas, Venezuela, Monday Nov. 21,2011. 
The president of Venezueia's iargest business chamber says 
new reguiations aimed at curbing high inflation by broadening 
government-imposed prices controls will scare off investors and 
hurt consumers. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubiiios) 


foods such os cooking oil 
and rice, the law taking 
effect Tuesday will extend 
them to o wider range of 
goods and give the gov¬ 
ernment more enforce¬ 
ment authority. 
Government officials argue 
the low will help reduce 
Latin America's highest 
rote of inflation by forcing 
businesses to set retail pric¬ 
es at rotes established by 
authorities. 

Among the factors that of¬ 
ficials will consider ore pro¬ 
duction costs such os prices 
for row materials and wag¬ 
es of workers. 

Venezuela's Central Bonk 
announced lost month that 
the annual inflation rote 


hod edged bock up to 26.9 
percent in October. It was 
27 percent last year. 
Government otficials have 
set a goal of holding infla¬ 
tion to between 23 percent 
and 25 percent by year's 
end, but many analysts 
predict the rote could be 
higher. 

The opening paragraphs of 
the new low state that un¬ 
scrupulous businesses must 
be stopped from raising 
prices. 

It colls tor government 
controls to limit the profits, 
giving that task to a panel 
of government authorities 
to be called the “Super¬ 
intendence of Costs and 
Prices.''a 


3 officers found 
dead in border city 

PIEDRAS NEGRAS, Mexico (AP) — Assailants kidnapped 
and killed three police officers in the Mexican border city 
ot Acuna, authorities said Monday. 

Acuna Public Safety Department said in a statement that 
the three were on patrol in the same unit when gunmen 
kidnapped them early Monday. 

The officer's bodies were found an hour later in a residential 
area of Acuna, which is across the border from Del Rio, 
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Texas. They had been 
shot and their hands were 
handcuffed, the police 
department said. 
Authorities say the Zetos 
and the Sinaloa drug 
cartels are fighting each 
other to control smuggling 
routes in the state of 
Coahuila, where Acuna is 
located. 

Last week, gunmen killed 
a federal prosecutor tor 
the state ot Coahuila when 
he was about to leave his 
home in the city of Torreon. 
A day earlier, gunmen set 
a fire at the office of the 
Torreon newspaper El Siglo 
and fired shots at it. No 
injuries were reported. 
Authorities in the 
neighboring state of 
Durango said soldiers dug 
up the remains ot seven 
people from a pit. 

Durango state prosecutors 
said troops tound the 
remains in the town of San 
Juan del Rio, about 60 
miles (100 kilometers) north 
of the state capital, the city 
of Durango. They gave no 
other details. □ 
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Protestors wove after they set up a giant Syrian flag on the fa¬ 
cade of the Arab Worid Institute in Paris to support Syria protests. 
Syria’s President Bashar Assad has vowed to continue with a se¬ 
curity crackdown to crush ‘militants’ who he says are massacring 
Syrians on daily basis. Assad said in an interview with Britain’s 
Sunday Times newspaper published Sunday that Syria will not 
bow and will continue to resist the pressures being imposed on it. 

(AP Photo/Christophe Ena) 


Syria accuses Europe 
of diplomatic war 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Syria’s U.N. ambassador is ac¬ 
cusing Britain, France and Germany of declaring political 
and diplomatic war against his country by sponsoring a 
U.N. resolution that would condemn Syria’s human rights 
violations. Ambassador Bashar Ja’afari said the three Eu¬ 
ropean nations are “suffering from Syria-phobia.” 

He spoke at a meeting of the General Assembly’s human 
rights committee Monday afternoon after Germany’s U.N. 
Ambassador Peter Wittig introduced the resolution. The 
committee is scheduled to vote on it Tuesday. 

Wittig said 60 countries are co-sponsoring the resolution 
including Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Jordan, Morocco and Tur¬ 
key. He told the committee the international community 
must respond to the “terrible atrocities” in Syria, where the 
U.N. estimates that 3,500 have been killed. □ 
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JOHNNY ENGLISH REBORN 
daily: 4.30 - 7.00 - 9.30 

matinee: 1.45 _ _ 

late show: 12.00 03 LPGJ 

JACKANDJILL 

daily: 

matinee: 

late show: LPGJ 

PUSS IN BOOTS 3D SP 

daily: ^ 

matinee: 12.00-2.15 _ , ° 

late show: 03 PG 

THE BIG YEAR 

daily: 9.15 

matinee: 

late show: 11.45 LPGJ 

SINTERKLAAS EN HET RAADSEL 
VAN 5 DECEMBER 

daily: 4.30 - 7.00 

matinee: 12.00-2.15 . 

late show: LGJ 


newfrh 


THE RUM DAIRY 

daily: 5.30-8.30 

matinee: 12.00-2.45 

late show: 11.30 

TOWER HEIST 
daily: 6.00 - 8.45 

matinee: 1.00-3.30 

late show: 11.15 

JOHNNY ENGLISH REBORN 
daily: 4.00 - 6.30 - 9.00 

matinee: 1.30 _ , , 

late show: 11.30 03 LPGJ 

JACKANDJILL 
daily: 5.15-7.30-9.45 

matinee: 12.45-3.00 

late show: 12.00 LPGJ 

PUSS IN BOOTS 3D SP 
daily: 4.30 - 7.00 ^ 

matinee: 12.00-2.15 ” 

late show: 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: 

BREAKING DAWN PART 1 

daily: 9.15 

matinee: 

late show: 11.45 
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Pakistan: 


Taliban, government hold initial talks 


ISHTIAQ MAHSUD 
Associated Press 
DERA ISMAIL KHAN, Paki¬ 
stan (AP) — Government 
intermediaries have held 
talks with the Pakistani Tal¬ 
iban in recent months, ex¬ 
ploring ways to jump-start 
peace negotiations, intelli¬ 
gence officials and a senior 
militant commander said. 
As reports of the talks 
emerged, officials said 
Monday that gunmen am¬ 
bushed a paramilitary con¬ 
voy in southwestern Balu¬ 
chistan province, killing 14 
soldiers. 

Baluchi nationalists have 
waged a decades-long 
insurgency against the 
government, demanding 
greater independence 
and a larger share of the 
province’s natural resource 



Farah Naz Asfhani, spokesper¬ 
son of President Asif Zaradari 
and wife of the Pakistani am¬ 
bassador in Washington Hu¬ 
sain Haqqani, taiks to report¬ 
ers in islamabad, Pakistan, on 
Monday, Nov 21, 2011. 

(AP Photo/B.K.Bangash) 

wealth. 

The Pakistani Taliban have 
waged a separate war 
against the government. 


A peace deal between 
authorities and the group 
could represent the best 
hope of ending years of 
fighting that has killed thou¬ 
sands of security personnel 
and civilians. 

But it is unclear whether the 
preliminary talks will gain 
traction or if the Pakistani 
Taliban are unified enough 
to actually strike a deal. It 
is also uncertain whether a 
deal could last. The govern¬ 
ment has cut peace deals 
with the Pakistani Taliban 
in the past, but they have 
largely fallen apart. The 
agreements have been 
criticized for allowing the 
militants to regroup and 
rebuild their strength to re¬ 
sume fighting the govern¬ 
ment and foreign troops in 
Afghanistan.^ 
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TASTE EllB E LG lUM 


OPEN DAILY 7AM - 1AM | BREAKFAST LUNCH | DINNER | DRINKS 


RESTAURANT 


A warm welcome, 

the Belgian way! 


Early Bird ^O7'50 

5pm-7pnn # 



Palm Beach Plaza (Palm Beach) | T: (297) 586 6388 I info@tasteofbelgium.aw | www.tasteofbelgium.aw | www.onedeliciousisland.com 


In first class, showers and a good night’s sleep 


JAD MOUAWAD 
© 2011 New York Times 

The gap between first class 
and coach has never been 
so wide. 

Carriers on international 
flights are offering private 
suites for first-class pas¬ 
sengers, three-star meals 
and personal service once 
found only on corporate 
jets. They provide mas¬ 
sages before takeoff, whisk 
passengers through special 
customs lanes and drive 
them in a private limousine 
right to the plane. Some 
have bars. One airline has 
installed showers onboard. 
The amenities in the back 
of the cabin? Sparse. 

So as domestic travelers 
take to the skies for the 
holiday season, most will 
be sitting in cramped cab¬ 
ins, their food is likely to be 
bland and they will have 
paid for it, along with any 
fees for slightly more leg- 
room or checked bags. 
But even as they have 
cut back on domestic ser¬ 
vice, including first-class 
accommodations, the air¬ 
lines have been engaged 
in a global battle for top 
executives and the super- 
wealthy on their interna¬ 
tional routes. 

Though only a privileged 
few can afford to pay 
$15,000 to fly first class from 
New York to Singapore or 
Sydney, the airlines are bet¬ 
ting that the image of luxu¬ 
ry they project for the front 
helps attract passengers 
to the rest of the plane. 


That includes a growing 
business-class section with 
offerings once solely the 
preserve of first class. 
Though first class now rep¬ 
resents less than 5 percent 
of all seats flown on long- 


The first class cabin of a Luf¬ 
thansa aircraft at Liberty In¬ 
ternational Airport in Newark, 
N.J. Airlines are pouring more 
money into business-class 
and first-class cabins, shrink¬ 
ing the number of economy- 
class seats in the process. 
(Mac W. Bishop/The New York 
Times) 

haul routes, and business 
class accounts for 15 per¬ 
cent, those seats com¬ 
bined to generate 40 per¬ 
cent to 50 percent of air¬ 
lines' revenue, according 
to Peter Morris, the chief 
economist at Ascend, an 
aviation consulting firm. 

As a general rule, business 
class is five to 10 times the 
price of an economy tick¬ 
et, while first class is usually 
twice the price of business. 
“First class," said Brett Sny¬ 
der, president of Cranky 


Concierge, an air travel as¬ 
sistance website, “is status." 
Until the 1980s, first class was 
roomier than coach, but 
not all that fancy. The seats 
in the front offered more 
legroom but did not recline 


more than 40 percent. The 
food was better in first class 
too, though even the meals 
in coach were better than 
they are now. 

With globalization, particu¬ 
larly the rise of Asia, pas¬ 
sengers began demand¬ 
ing more from first class, 
especially with new planes 
that could fly much longer 
routes without stopping. 


Airlines have expanded 
their focus - which had 
been limited to London, 
Paris, and New York - to 
emerging economic cen¬ 
ters like Hong Kong, Shang¬ 
hai and Dubai. 

“Obviously the first-class 
passenger is a very senior 
person in his company, 
coming a long way around 
the world, and probably 
doing something very im¬ 
portant for his business,” 
said John Slosar, the chief 
executive of Cathay Pacif¬ 
ic Airways. “He requires to 
be able to sleep, work on 
his speech, perhaps take 
a shower upon arrival, so 
he can hit the ground run¬ 


ning. 

British Airways was among 
the first airlines to change 
the definition of what first 
class entailed by offering 
flat-bed seats in the 1990s 
on its long-haul routes. 

In recent years, the airlines 
most aggressive in adding 
luxury touches to first class 
have come from Asia and 
the Middle East, among 


them Cathay Pacific Air¬ 
ways and Singapore Air¬ 
lines. 

Emirates, based in Dubai, 
came up with personal 
suites for first-class passen¬ 
gers in 2003 and in 2008 
installed two showers on 
its Airbus A380 planes for 
them. 

European airlines quickly 
recognized the threat. Air 
France, for instance, now 
has a dedicated first-class 
lounge in Paris with a spa 
and a restaurant catered 
by the chef Alain Ducasse. 
Immigration officers come 
directly into the lounge to 
check passports, and pas¬ 
sengers are driven to the 
airplane in a limousine only 
seconds before the doors 
shut. 

But U.S. carriers were slower 
to react, largely because 
they lacked the funds to 
upgrade their cabins until 
recently. Now, they have 
little choice. 

International rivals are 
starting to encroach deep¬ 
er into their domestic mar¬ 
kets, beyond New York 
and Los Angeles. Emirates, 
for instance, announced it 
would begin service from 
Dubai to Dallas and Seattle 
early next year. 

“If you don't refurbish your 
cabins, then all you are left 
with is the low-yielding traf¬ 
fic,” Morris said. “It's just not 
an option.” 

The first class has also 
served as a laboratory 
for in-flight amenities that 
eventually trickled down 
to the rest of the plane. In¬ 
dividual screens are now 
found in the seatbacks in 
coach. Lie-flat seats have 
moved down to business 
class. 

In fact, business class has 
become so comfortable 
that, in many cases, it can 
rival first class itself. “People 
demand more from the 
business class than they 
used to," Snyder said.Q 
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New Super Food building moving forward 


About six months ago, work 
was started on a spectacu¬ 
lar new building for Super 
Food supermarket on the 
corner of Bubali road and 
Sasaki highway. If all goes 
according to plan, the 
opening will take place in 
July 2012. 

Super Food's history was 
started ten years ago with 
an idea by Jack Bult. At 
the time, he had been on 
the island for a good ten 
years working for various 
supermarkets. At the end 
of 2002 he decided, along 
with some very enthusiastic 
colleagues, to start Super 
Food. The result has been 
a great success and after 
ten years, the current build¬ 
ing has proven to be too 
small to accommodate all 
this enthusiasm. It was time 




for a new building and the 
choice was made to take 
an environmentally con¬ 
scious approach. The final 
result will be Aruba’s green¬ 
est and most environmen- 
tally-friendly supermarket. 
The strategy used is very 
simple. A large roof will be 
constructed that will cast 
a shade over the super¬ 
market that will be built un¬ 
derneath. The top roof will 
be fitted with solar collec¬ 
tors to supply hot water to 


the building. The area be¬ 
tween the top roof and the 
roof of the supermarket will 
be cooled naturally by the 
wind that passes through 
it, carrying away the sun’s 
heat. Horizontal wind tur¬ 
bines may also be placed 
here. With the use of these 
systems, the builders ex¬ 
pect an energy consump¬ 
tion reduction of at least 
65%! 

But that’s not all. Every de¬ 
tail has been considered to 


save energy. Condensa¬ 
tion water is collected in 
a big reservoir under the 
building and is used for the 
sprinkler system in case of a 
fire, to flush toilets and for 
the landscaping. Office 
lights will automatically turn 
on and off when people 
walk in or out of them. More 
information and the lat¬ 
est news on the building’s 
progress can be found on 
the website wvAv.super- 
foodonthemove.com. 


The goal of Jack Bult and his 
colleagues is actually very 
clear. They want to offer a 
larger assortment of prod¬ 
ucts in an energy-saving 
environment. The savings in 
energy costs will be passed 
on to the customers by of¬ 
fering lower product prices. 
The new supermarket will 
be more accessible and 
have more parking spaces, 
offering a more complete 
and pleasant shopping ex¬ 
perience. On both sides 


of the supermarket, there 
will be separate smaller 
stores. Some of the stores 
will include a seafood 
store, a bank, a pharma¬ 
cy and a lunchroom. The 
supermarket will have the 
staple fruit and vegetable 
department, a butcher’s 
shop and a bakery. The 
enthusiastic people from 
Super Food have one goal 
in mind; they don’t want to 
be the largest, but they do 
want to be the bestO 
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Classic Billiard entertains Radisson’s Managers 
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Oranjestad - Once every 
three months the hard¬ 
working Radisson Aruba 
Resort Casino & Spa man¬ 
agers get treated to a 
tun outing, ceiebrating 
achievements in a reiaxed 
and informai atmosphere. 
The resort just recentiy con- 
ciuded a muiti-miiiion doiiar 
refresh and as the Aruba 
Tower was weicoming its 
first guests the Dutch royais 
dropped in for a State Visit 
returning to their favorite 
resort, the Grande Dame, 
the Radisson Aruba Resort 
Casino & Spa. 

The Radisson’s managers 
met aii those projects and 
deadiines, with exception- 
ai cairn and competence, 
compiying with every re¬ 
quest, meeting aii sched- 
uies, and whiie the resort 
operated iike ciock-work 
three managers singied 
themseives out, deserving 
extra-praise and recogni¬ 
tion. 

Angeiique Croes, Human 
Resources Manager, Nor¬ 



man Dijkhoff, Assistant Bev¬ 
erage Manger and Fransis- 
ca van Esta Tjaiiingii, Senior 
Catering and Convention 
Service Manger, were ac- 
knowiedged at the out¬ 
ing to Ciassic Biiiiard, and 
when the handsome en¬ 
graved piaques were pre¬ 
sented Angeiique Croes, 
was announced Manager 


of the Quarter for her fire 
and spunk, dependabiiity 
and exceptionai communi¬ 
cation skiiis. 

Pictured here, Radisson 
managers receiving recog¬ 
nition from the executive 
committee and Generai 
Manager Rob Smith, aiso 
enjoying a few rounds of 
biiiiardiQ 
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Locoted at Sc\Ah Deach Ceritre | Palm Dcach 55, Aruba | Tel: 566 3688 | Fox: 586 8883 


fARLY BIRD SPECIALS starting ot $14,95 {6-/plTi) 


H0US€ SP€ClflLS stoHing ot $16,95 


LUNCH SPCCIALS stortirg at $9,95 


Asian Bistro !^ 


EQS’s Designer Nights was a big succesi 



ORANJESTAD - On Novem¬ 
ber 2 and 3 we hosted two 
international Interior De¬ 
signers, Canadian-based 
EQ3’s Eric Martineau, and 


Aruba based Dutch design¬ 
er Glen Goddijn, as part ot 
our 2nd annual DESIGNER 
NIGHTSI 

It was a big success! We 


had a tantastic turnout, our 
customers were enlight¬ 
ened, and one lucky win¬ 
ner took home EQ3's cozy 
Crush Chaise. Pabien, Miri¬ 


am!! 

It you didn’t make it, or 
haven’t been by lately to 
see our latest collections, 
we urge you to join us for 


SHOPPING NIGHT in the 
store. 

It will be next week Thurs¬ 
day, December 1, until 
9:00PM.a 
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Bucuti & Tara Beach Resorts’ guests volunteer for Coastal Cleanup Day 



EAGLE BEACH - In celebra¬ 
tion of Aruba's 10th Nation¬ 
al Coastal Cleanup Day on 
November 12, volunteers 
from Bucuti & Toro Beach 
Resorts helped clean the 
coast on the north side of 
the island. Owner Ewold 
Biemons remarked, “What 
is most rewarding is that 
when we invite our guests 
to join and help, we always 
get volunteers. 

For this particular clean¬ 
up effort 12 of our guests 
took time from their va¬ 
cation to help some of 
our staff clean the north 
coast near the lighthouse”. 
Aruba hosts Coastal Clean- 
Up Day os port of on inter¬ 
national event in which 60 
nations worldwide partici¬ 
pate. Public and private 
sectors join together in this 
notional activity organized 
for the past eight years by 
the Environmental Com¬ 
mittee of the Aruba Ho¬ 
tel & Tourism Association. 


About Bucuti & Toro Beach 
Resorts: Bucuti & Toro 
Beach Resorts is Aruba’s 
premier boutique resort for 
couples. The award win¬ 
ning, owner managed re¬ 
sort caters to adults only 
and has been named one 
of the world’s most roman¬ 
tic resorts by TripAdvisor os 
well os honored os o re¬ 
cipient of the Certificate of 
Excellence. 

Located on the white- 
powder sands of Eagle 
Beach, designated os one 
of the “Dream Beaches of 
the World,” Bucuti offers 
104 guestrooms, suites and 
penthouse suites; o fresh¬ 
water infinity pool; and the 
Intermezzo Spa, among 
other amenities. Bucuti is 
also recognized os o Five 
Star Diamond Resort by 
the American Academy 
of Hospitality Sciences. 
The resort, which is certified 
Green Globe 21, ISO 14001- 
2008 and ISO 9001, is o lead¬ 


er in sustainable tourism 
throughout the world and 
has been recognized by 
notable organizations such 
os the Caribbean Hotel As¬ 
sociation, American Express 
and the International Hotel 


and Restaurant Association 
for its environmentally re¬ 
sponsible hotel operations. 
Bucuti is actively involved 
in o variety of environmen¬ 
tal initiatives on the island 
including monthly resort- 


sponsored beach clean¬ 
ups, the Turtugorubo sea 
turtle protection group and 
Donkey Sanctuary Aruba. 
The resort is also TAG Ap¬ 
proved® os o gay friendly 
hotel.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successfui fishermen 
of the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweather has a love 
and passion for fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, what our local 
waters hove to offer, and 
whof fhe words “fresh sea¬ 
food” really mean. 

What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
the some day. Herby loves 
to shore his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of o 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and o 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called “Driftwood I and II, 
is available for charters on 
o doily basis from 8am to 
12 noon and from 1 pm to 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes; 
captain, mote, oil fishing 
equipment bait sodas and 
bottled water. On o tull day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You can call Herby directly 
at (297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com . 

Driftwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea¬ 
food resfauranf is locafed 
in characferistic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, os well as o 
delicious 3-course menu for 
just $24. 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rates: 

$400 - 1 /2 day 


$760- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seotood 
Restaurant; Klipstraat 12, 
Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.drittwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, 
but Tuesdays from 5pm till 1 
0:30pm.Q 






































Donovan, Beckham lead L.A. Galaxy to MLS title 

Los Angeles Galaxy forward Landon Donovan celebrates after they won their MLS Cup championship soccer 
match against the Houston Dynamo, Sunday, Nov. 20, 2011, in Carson, Calif. The Galaxy won 1 -0. 

Associated Press 
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This is a 2010 photo of Greg 
Hoimon of the Seottie Mari¬ 
ners basebaii team. Dutch 
poiice said Monday Nov. 21, 
2011 that Haiman has been 
stabbed to death. 

Associated Press 

Seattle Mariners 
outfielder Greg 
Haiman killed 

AAIKECORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Seattle Mariners 
outfielder Greg Holman 
was stabbed to death 
early Monday, police said, 
cutting short the life and 
career of one of the few 
Dutchmen to make it into 
Major League Baseball. 

His club and baseball of¬ 
ficials hailed the 24-year- 
old Haiman as a young 
man with a passion for the 
game and for instilling it in 
youngsters. 

Mariners Chairman Howard 
Lincoln, President Chuck 
Armstrong and General 
Manager Jack Zduriencik 
paid tribute to Haiman on 
behalf of the club. 

“Greg was a part of our 
organization since he was 
16 and we saw him grow 
into a passionate young 
man and talented base¬ 
ball player,” they said in a 
statement. 


Continued on Next Page 
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Halman 

Continued from Previous Page 


“He had an infectiaus smile 
that would greet you in the 
clubhouse, and he was a 
tremendous teammate. 
Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to Greg's family.” 
Rotterdam Police spokes¬ 
woman Patricia Wessels 
said police were called to a 
home in the port city in the 
early hours of the morning 
and found Halman bleed¬ 
ing from a stab wound. 

The officers and ambu¬ 
lance paramedics were 
unable to resuscitate Hal¬ 
man. Wessels said the of¬ 
ficers arrested Holman’s 
22-year-old brother. She 
declined to give his name, 
in line with Dutch privacy 
rules. “He is under arrest 
and right now he is being 
questioned,” Wessels told 
The Associated Press in a 
telephone interview. “It 
will take some time to fig¬ 
ure out what exactly hap¬ 
pened.” 

No charges have been 
filed in the case. 

Halman hit .230 in 35 games 


and made starts at all three 
outfield positions for the 
Mariners in 2011 before be¬ 
ing optioned to Triple-A Ta¬ 
coma. 

“The loss of a talented 
24-year-old young man 
like Greg, amid such trag¬ 
ic circumstances, is pain¬ 
ful for all of us throughout 
the game,” Commissioner 
Bud Selig said in a state¬ 
ment. “On behalf of Major 
League Baseball, I send 
my deepest condolences 
to the entire Mariners or¬ 
ganization and to all those 
whose lives were touched 
by Greg.” 

Because he played profes¬ 
sionally in the United States, 
Halman was not part of 
the Netherlands team that 
won the Baseball World 
Cup in Panama last month. 
The Dutch beat Cuba 2-1 
in the final to become the 
first European team to win 
the title. Born in the city of 
Haarlem, Halman and be¬ 
gan his playing career in 
the Dutch Pro League. He 
was part of the gold medal 
winning Dutch squad at 
the 2007 European Chom- 


In this July 19, 2011 file photo, Seattle Mariners’ Greg Halman, 
right, is congratulated by Mike Carp after hitting a three-run 
home run against the Toronto Blue Jays during the second in¬ 
ning of a baseball game in Toronto. Greg Halman was stabbed 


to death early Monday, Nov. 21 
and his brother was arrested as 


pianship and played far 
the Netherlands at the 2009 
World Baseball Classic. 
Former major leaguer Rab- 
ert Eenhorn, the techni¬ 
cal directar at the Dutch 
baseball association, said 
he was devastated by the 
news. 

“The only thing I can say 
right now is we are deeply 
shocked,” Eenhorn, who 


. 2011 in Rotterdam, Netherlands, 
a suspect, Dutch police said. 

Associated Press 

played far the New Yark 
Yankees and Anaheim An¬ 
gels in the 1990s, told the 
AP. “All our thoughts are 
with his family and haw 
they are gaing to have to 
deal with this tremendous 
loss.” Halman was in Europe 
earlier this month as part of 
the European Big League 
Tour, an initiative organized 
by Baltimore Orioles pitcher 


Rick Van den Hurk in which ■ 
majcr league stars gave ! 

clinics tc children. Van den B 

Hurk is also Dutch. I 

Michael Weiner, the exec¬ 
utive director of the Major 
League Baseball Players 
Association, also paid trib¬ 
ute to the slain player. 

“Greg was passianate 
abaut the game of base¬ 
ball and generously gave 
at himself to share his pas¬ 
sion with others in an at¬ 
tempt to help grow the 
sport’s popularity across 
Europe,” Weiner said. “He ■ 

will be sorely missed.” 
International Baseball Fed¬ 
eration President Ricca- 
rdo Fraccari said Halman’s 
death was terrible news for | 

the sport. | 

“It’s really sad and it's re- | 

ally terrible the way it hap¬ 
pened,” Fraccari said. “We _ 

maurn for him and respect B 

his family’s sorrow.” 

Massimo Fochi, the vice 
president of the Italian 
baseball federation, said ■ 

he met Halman less than ■ 

two weeks ago at a Eu- ! 

ropean Big League Taur B 

event in Parma. □ 
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Ferrer beats injured Murray at ATP finals 


CAROLINE CHEESE 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — David Fer¬ 
rer pulled aft the first upset 
of the ATP World Tour Finals 
by beating an injury-ham¬ 
pered Andy Murray 6-4, 7-5 
on Monday. 

In the opening match of 
Group A, Ferrer’s consis¬ 
tency was enough to over¬ 
come the third-seeded 
Murray, who struggled with 
a groin injury that he said 
may prevent him tram tak¬ 
ing any further part in the 
seasan-ending taurnament. 
The seventh-seeded Span¬ 
iard broke in the 10th game 
of the first set and twice 
came from a break down in 
the second to stun Murray 
and the home crowd inside 
London’s 02 Arena. 

Murray finished with 44 un¬ 
forced errors and made just 
46 percent of his first serves. 
He said he sustained the 
injury during training a few 
days after the Paris Masters 
earlier this month. 

“I’ll decide tomorrow 
whether I keep playing 
or not,” Murray said. “If it 
wasn't Slams or this event, 
I wouldn’t have played (at 


Andy Murray of Britain receives medical treatment during a round robin singles tennis match 
against David Ferrer of Spain at the ATP World Tour Finals at 02 Arena in London, Monday, Nov. 21, 
2011. Ferrer won the match. 

Associated Press 


all).” Murray added that it 
wauld be “really gutting” to 
have ta withdraw. 

In the last event at a sea¬ 
son in which the top players 
have complained about 
the gruelling nature of the 
men’s tour. No. 1-ranked 
Novak Djokovic was due to 
test his shoulder injury in his 


opening match against Ta- 
mas Berdych at the Czech 
Republic later Manday. 
Rafael Nadal and Roger Fe- 
derer both came thraugh 
three-set matches on Sun¬ 
day to set up the 26th 
meeting of their long rivalry 
on Tuesday. 

But while Nadal, who strug¬ 


gled with an illness, and 
Federer were able to over¬ 
come their dips in form on 
the opening day, Murray 
cauldn't escape his prab- 
lems. Ferrer, meanwhile, 
won his first match at the 
02 Arena after going 0-3 
last year, and beat Murray 
for the first time on a hard 


caurt after five lasses. 

“I played very good,” Fer¬ 
rer said. “I played very con¬ 
sistent all the match. May¬ 
be the first set I play better 
than the second. In the 
second sometimes I was a 
little bit nervaus. In impor¬ 
tant moments, I take my 
chance, and nathing else.” 
Murray beat Ferrer in 
straight sets in Tokyo and 
Shanghai an a run at three 
straight titles in Asia in Sep¬ 
tember and October, part 
of a 17-1 run following the 
U.S. Open that helped him 
overtake Federer for the 
No. 3 ranking. 

British boxer David Haye 
was in the crawd and 
tweeted that he was laak- 
ing forward to seeing his 
friend Murray “smash the 
Spaniard!” Instead, Mur¬ 
ray repeatedly swung and 
missed. 

He broke for a 2-1 lead in 
the first set but then im¬ 
mediately conceded the 
advantage with an error- 
strewn game. And as Mur¬ 
ray’s farm fluctuated wildly, 
Ferrer maintained his trade¬ 
mark consistency from the 
baseline. □ 
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Verlander wins AL MVP, 
first starter in 25 years 


RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Justin 
Verlander figured time had 
run out on his chance to 
become the first starting 
pitcher in o quarter-century 
to be voted Most Valuable 
Player. 

Last Tuesday, he found out 
about 12:40 p.m. that he 
was a unanimous winner 
of the AL Cy Young Award. 
It was closing in on 1 p.m. 
Monday, and he still hadn’t 
gotten word on the MVP. 

“I had told myself that it 
wasn’t going to happen,” 
he said. “I figured some¬ 
body else got the coll.” 

Not to worry, there was just 
o slight delay because Ver¬ 
lander didn’t give the Base¬ 
ball Writers’ Association 
of America his telephone 
number, forcing the BBWAA 
to relay the news through 
Brian Britten, the Detroit Ti¬ 
gers’ director of medio re¬ 
lations. 

Britten telephoned Verland¬ 
er at 12:56 p.m., about one 
hour before the announce¬ 
ment. 

“It was just o weight off my 
shoulders,” Verlander said, 
“and pure elation, really.” 
After winning the AL’s pitch¬ 
ing triple crown by going 
24-5 with a 2.40 ERA and 
250 strikeouts, Verlander re¬ 
ceived 13 of 28 first-place 
votes and 280 points. He be¬ 
came the first pitcher voted 
MVP since Oakland’s Den¬ 
nis Eckersley in 1992 and the 
first starting pitcher since 
Boston’s Roger Clemens in 
1986. 

“Obviously pitchers ore not 
just written off oil of o sud¬ 
den because they’re pitch¬ 
ers,” Verlander said. 

Boston center fielder Jaco¬ 
by Ellsbury was second with 
four firsts and 242 points, 
followed by Toronto right 
fielder Jose Bautista with 
five firsts and 231 points, 
Yankees center fielder Cur¬ 
tis Granderson with 215 and 
Detroit first baseman Miguel 
Cabrera with 193. 

Recent history has been 
against pitchers. Since Eck- 
ersley’s win, only once had 
o pitcher finished os high os 
second. 


In 1999, Boston’s Pedro Mar¬ 
tinez was 13 points behind 
Texas catcher Ivon Rodri¬ 
guez after going 23-4 with 
a 2.07 ERA and 313 strike¬ 
outs. Martinez had eight 
first-place votes to seven 
for Rodriguez, but Lo Velle 
Neal of the Minneapolis Star 
Tribune and George King of 
the New York Post left Marti¬ 
nez off their ballots. 

“Not even in my wildest 
dreams hod I thought of 
this,” Verlander said during 
a conference coll from his 
home in Virginia. “I wont to 
soy this is o dream come 
true. I can’t soy that be¬ 
cause my dream hod al¬ 
ready hod come true ... 
to win o Cy Young. And 
the next dream is to win 
o World Series. This wasn’t 
even on my radar until the 
talk started. And then all 
of o sudden it was a this- 
could-actually-happen 
type of thing.” 

Verlander hod the most 
wins in the major leagues 
since Coklond’s Bob Welch 
went 27-6 in 1990. Verlander 
pitched his second career 
no-hitter at Toronto on May 
7. His season reopened de¬ 
bate over whether pitchers 
can be MVPs. 

“I think that a starting pitcher 
has to do something special 
to be os valuable or more 
so than a position player,” 
Verlander said. “Cbviously, 
having the chance to ploy 
in 160-some gomes in the 
cose of Miguel, they con 
obviously hove o huge im¬ 
pact every day. That’s why. 
I’ve talked about on my 
day, on a pitcher’s day, 
the impact we hove is tre¬ 
mendous on that game. So 
you have to hove a great 
impact almost every time 
out to supersede (position 
players) and it happens on 
rare occasions, and I guess 
this year was one of those 
years.” 

Verlander, the 2006 AL 
Rookie of the Year, joined 
the Brooklyn Dodgers’ Don 
Newcombe as the only 
players to win all three ma¬ 
jor awards in their careers. 

“I think this set a prece¬ 
dent,” Verlander said. “I’m 
happy that the voters ac¬ 


knowledged that, that we 
do have a major impact in 
this game and we con be 
extremely valuable to our 
team and its success.” 
Verlander appeared on 
only 27 ballots and was 
omitted by Jim Ingraham 
of The Herald-News in Chio, 
who voted Bautista first. 
Sheldon Ccker of the Akron 
Beacon Journal voted Ver¬ 
lander eighth. 

Ingraham doesn’t think 
pitchers should be eligible. 
“I’d wrestled with this for o 
long time. If I was ever going 
to vote for pitcher for MVP, 
it would be him this year,” 
Ingraham said. “He hasn’t 
appeared in 79 percent of 
their games, any starting 
pitcher really doesn’t ap¬ 
pear in 79 percent of his 
team’s games in o year. 
“Would you vote for on NFL 
quarterback for MVP if he 
only appeared in three of 
his team’s 16 games, which 
would be 21 percent? So 
that’s part of it. Another 
part of it is I think they’re 
apples and oranges. The 
guys that are in there ev¬ 
ery day, there’s a grind to a 
season that a starting pitch¬ 
er doesn’t, I don’t think, ex¬ 
perience the way the ev¬ 
eryday position players do 
playing 150, 160 games.” 
Other pitchers to win MVP 
and Cy Young in the some 
year are Newcombe (1956), 
Los Angeles’ Sandy Koufax 
(1963), St. Louis’ Bob Gibson 
and Detroit’s Denny McLain 
(1968), Oakland’s Vida Blue 
(1971), Milwaukee’s Rollie 
Fingers (1981) and Detroit’s 
Willie Hernandez (1984). 
Since Mickey Cochrane 
(1934), Honk Greenberg 
(1935, 1940) and Charley 
Gehringer (1937), all Tigers 
voted MVP have been 
pitchers, with Verlander 
joining Hal Newhouser 
(1944 and 1945), McLain 
and Hernandez. 

“He deserved it,” Tigers 
general manager Dove 
Dombrowski said. 

“He should have won it, 
but I didn’t know how vot¬ 
ers would respond because 
the folk of some people 
not wanting to vote for a 
pitcher.”a 
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FILE - In this Oct. 13, 2011, file photo, Detroit Tigers starting 
pitcher Justin Veriander reacts after the finai out in the sixth 
inning in Game 5 of basebaii’s American League championship 
series against the Texas Rangers in Detroit. Veriander won the 
American League MVP Award in voting announced Monday, 
Nov. 21,2011. 

Associated Press 
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Ravens beat Bengals 31 -24 to take over 1st place 


Cincinnati Bengals defensive back Adam Jones (24) pulls on Baltimore Ravens wide receiver Tor- 
rey Smith’s hair os Smith rushes the boll in the first half of an NFL football game in Baltimore, Sunday, 
Nov. 20, 2011. 

Associated Press 


BALTIMORE (AP) — Joe 

Flacco threw for 270 yards 
and two touchdowns as 
the Baltimore Ravens beat 
the Cincinnati Bengals 31- 
24 on Sunday to move into 
first place in the AFC North. 
NFL Roundup 

Flacco connected with 
rookie Torrey Smith on a 
38-yard touchdown to give 
Baltimore (7-3) a 31-14 lead 
early in the fourth quar¬ 
ter. Smith finished with six 
catches for 165 yards, while 
Ray Rice ran for 104 yards 
and two scores. 

The Bengals (6-4) got to the 
Baltimore 7 in the final min¬ 
ute but could not score. 
The victory moved the Ra¬ 
vens into a share of first 
place with Pittsburgh, but 
Baltimore is 2-0 against the 
Steelers and holds the tie¬ 
breaker advantage. 
Bengals rookie quarter¬ 
back Andy Dalton threw 
for 373 yards but was inter¬ 
cepted three times. 

M9ERS 23, CARDINALS 7 
At San Francisco, Alex 
Smith threw for 267 yards 
and two touchdowns and 
San Francisco forced five 
turnovers on a soggy day 
at Candlestick Park. 

Smith connected with Kyle 
Williams and Vernon Da¬ 
vis on the first two drives 


ANDREW SELIGMAN 
AP Sports Writer 
LAKE FOREST, Illinois (AP) 

— Chicago Bears quar¬ 
terback Jay Cutler has a 
broken thumb on his right 
throwing hand and will 
undergo surgery, putting 
his status for the rest of the 
year in question. 

The Bears said Cutler will 
have an operation and 
the team hopes to get him 
back before the end of the 
season, which ends Jan. 1 
at Minnesota. 

In an interview with WBBM- 
AM in Chicago, coach 
Lovie Smith said Cutler was 
injured trying to help tackle 
Antoine Cason on an inter¬ 
ception return in the fourth 
quarter of Sunday's 31-20 
victory over the San Diego 
Chargers. 

Smith would not give a 
timetable for Cutler's re- 


of the third quarter to help 
the 49ers pull away for their 
eighth straight victory. San 
Francisco (9-1) can clinch 
the NFC West with a win at 
Baltimore on Thursday and 
a loss by Seattle against 





In this Sunday, Nov. 20, 2011 
photo, Chicago Bears quar¬ 
terback Jay Cutler (6) , right, 
falls to the ground slowing Son 
Diego Chargers cornerback 
Antoine Cason, rear, otter Ca¬ 
son intercepted o Cutler pass 
in the fourth quarter of an NFL 
football gome in Chicago. 
Also chasing on the ploy is 
Mott Forte, left. 

Associated Press 

turn. He also said he was 
unaware of the injury until 
after the game.Q 


Washington next weekend. 
Patrick Willis, Donte Whit- 
ner and Dashon Goldson 
all intercepted passes by 
John Skelton. The quarter¬ 
back for the Cardinals (3-7) 
lost for the first time in three 
starts this season in place of 
the injured Kevin Kolb. 
*BEARS 31, CHARGERS 20 
At Chicago, Jay Cutler 
threw for 286 yards and 
two touchdowns as the 
Bears won their fifth straight 
game. 

Chicago (7-3) continued 
its remarkable turnaround 
and handed the Chargers 
their fifth straight loss, their 
longest slide since an 0-5 
start in 2003. But it wasn’t 
easy. 

Philip Rivers threw for 280 
yards. For most of the game, 
he looked more like a Pro 
Bowl quarterback than the 
guy who had been turning 
it over at an alarming rate. 
But two late interceptions 
helped preserve the win for 
Chicago. 

*FALCONS 23, TITANS 1 7 
At Atlanta, Roddy White 
had seven receptions for a 
season-high 147 yards and 
Jonathan Babineaux led 
an Atlanta defense that 
held off Tennessee. 

The Falcons (6-4) bounced 


back from an overtime 
loss to New Orleans, but it 
wasn't easy. Jake Locker 
took over for injured Matt 
Hasselbeck and threw a 
pair of touchdown passes 
to Nate Washington to 
make a game of it for the 
Titans (5-5). 

Atlanta jumped ahead on 
Matt Ryan's 17-yard TD pass 
to Tony Gonzalez and was 
up 20-3 in the third quarter 
after Michael Turner scored 
on a 4-yard run. 

*EAGLES 17, GIANTS 10 
At Rutherford, Vince Young 
threw a go-ahead 8-yard 
touchdown pass to Riley 
Cooper with 2:45 to play as 
the undermanned Philadel¬ 
phia Eagles finally got things 
right in the fourth quarter. In 
what was a must-win game 
for Andy Reid’s struggling 
team, the Eagles, who had 
lost five games in the fourth 
quarter earlier this season, 
marched 80 yards in 18 
plays over 8:51. They con¬ 
verted six third-down plays, 
with DeSean Jackson set¬ 
ting up the first-and-goal 
with a 10-yard catch to the 
10 . 

On third-and-goal. Young 
found Cooper, who hadn't 
caught a pass all season, 
alone in the end zone for 


Bears QB Cutler to have 
surgery on broken thumb 



the lead that gave the Ea¬ 
gles (4-6) hope in what has 
been a dismal season. 
■"COWBOYS 27, REDSKINS 
24 OT 

At Landover, Dan Bailey 
kicked a 39-yard field goal 
9:21 into overtime to give 
Dallas its third straight win. 
The Cowboys rallied after 
allowing a late fourth-quar¬ 
ter touchdown and im¬ 
proved to 6-4, keeping the 
pressure on the first-place 
New York Giants in the NFC 
East. 

The Redskins lost their sixth 
straight, their longest skid 
since their 0-7 start in 1998. 
They sent the game to over¬ 
time on Rex Grossman’s 
4-yard fade pass to Donte’ 
Stallworth with 14 seconds 
remaining in regulation. 
Washington’s Graham 
Gano missed a 52-yard 
field goal in overtime. 
Bailey’s winning kick was 
set up by Tony Romo’s 26- 
yard pass to Dez Bryant. 
^BROWNS 14, JAGUARS 10 
At Cleveland, Jacksonville 
rookie quarterback Blaine 
Gabbert’s pass into the 
end zone on the game’s 
final play was incomplete, 
allowing the Browns to es¬ 
cape. 

Gabbert rifled a 3-yard 
pass high over the middle 
that went off wide receiver 
Mike Thomas’ outstretched 
hands, and the Browns (4- 
6) celebrated a win they 
nearly gave away. 

Colt McCoy shook off an 
apparent injury and threw 
a 3-yard TD pass to Josh 
Cribbs in the fourth to give 
Cleveland a 14-10 lead. A 
missed field goal by Browns 
kicker Phil Dawson with 2:49 
left gave the Jaguars (3-7) 
a final chance and Gab¬ 
bert nearly pulled off the 
comeback. 

^PACKERS 35, BUCCANEERS 
26 

At Green Bay, Aaron Rodg¬ 
ers threw three touchdown 
passes as Green Bay sur¬ 
vived a scare to remain un¬ 
beaten. 

With the Packers leading 
by two points and trying to 
fend off a rally by Tampa 
Bay in the fourth quarter, 
Rodgers found Jordy Nel¬ 
son for a clinching 40-yard 
touchdown with 2:55 left in 
the game — Nelson’s sec¬ 
ond TD catch of the day.Q 
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NHL Roundup 


Marleau powers Sharks past Avalanche 


DENVER (AP) — San Jose’s 
Patrick Marleau had a hat 
trick to lead the Sharks to a 
4-1 win over the Colorado 
Avalanche in the NHL on 
Sunday. 

Goalie Thomas Greiss 
stopped 35 shots and Joe 
Pavelski also scored for 
the Sharks, who have won 
three straight. 

Mott Duchene scored the 
sole goal for Colorado, 
which has won only three 
of ten home games this 
season. 

The Sharks controlled the 
play to start the second 
period and finally broke 
through on Marleau's sec¬ 
ond goal of the game with 
12:20 left in the period to 
moke it 2-1. 

Pavelski one-timed Thor¬ 
ton’s pass from behind 
the net to give the Sharks 
a 3-1 lead with 3:13 left in 



San Jose Sharks goalie Thomas Greiss (1), of Germany, makes a save against the Colorado 
Avalanche during the first period of an NHL hockey game on Sunday Nov. 20, 2011, in Denver. 

Associated Press 


Crosby relieved, anxious for season debut 



Pittsburgh Penguins’ Sidney Crosby is surrounded by reporters at his locker 
after participating in a game day morning skate in preparation for his return 
to NHL hockey action against the New York Islanders, in Pittsburgh, Monday, 
Nov. 21,2011. 

Associated Press 


By WILL GRAVES 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Pittsburgh Penguins star Sid¬ 
ney Crosby is ready to get back to work. 

The 2007 NHL MVP will make his season de¬ 
but on Monday night when the Penguins host 
the New York Islanders, his first game in nearly 
a year. 

Crosby hasn’t played since sustaining head 
shots in consecutive games in January. He says 
the last 10 months hove been frustrating, but 
that he knew he needed to take his time. 

He was cleared by his medical team on Sun¬ 
day, and his return has generated playoff-like 
buzz. 

He fielded questions from dozens of reporters 
after the team’s morning skate. The 24-year-old 
says he’s not sure how much he’ll play against 
the Islanders. Coach Dan Bylsma admitted it 
will be difficult to keep his captain off the ice.Q 


the second, and Marleau 
scored an empty netter 
with 43 seconds left for the 
hat trick. 

CANUCKS 2, 
SENATORS 1, OT 
In Vancouver, Chris Higgins 
scored 2:18 into overtime 
to lift Vancouver to victory 
over Ottawa. 

Higgins went hard to the 
net in the extra session and 
deflected a Dan Hamhuis 
shot behind a startled Alex 
Auld for his seventh goal of 
the season. 

Less than a minute prior to 
that, Ottawa’s Erik Condra 
snuck behind the Vancou¬ 
ver defense and tipped a 
pass on goal, but Cory Sch¬ 
neider was in position for 
the save. 

Henrik Sedin also scored 
for the Canucks while Co¬ 
lin Greening netted for the 
Senators. 

HURRICANES 3, 

MAPLE LEAFS 2 
In Raleigh, North Carolina, 
Jeff Skinner had a goal and 
an assist for Carolina in the 
win over Toronto. 

Joy Harrison and Jussi Joki- 
nen also scored for the 
Hurricanes, who hod been 
shut out in their two prior 
gomes. 

Phil Kessel scored both 
goals for the Leafs, giv¬ 
ing him an NHL-leading 
16 goals and 29 points this 
season. 

RED WINGS 4, DUCKS 2 

In Anaheim, Henrik Zetter- 
berg, Johan Franzen and 
Brad Stuart staked Detroit 
to a three-goal lead, and 
the Red Wings held on to 
beat Anaheim. □ 
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David Beckham leads LA Galaxy to 



Los Angeles Galaxy forward Landon Donovan, left, jumps Into the 
arms of midfielder David Beckham as they won their MLS Cup 
championship soccer match against the Houston Dynamo, Sun¬ 
day, Nov. 20, 2011, in Carson, Calif. The Gaiaxy won 1 -0. 

Associated Press 


GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
CARSON, California (AP) — 

David Beckham thrust the 
shiny silver traphy above his 
Los Angeles Galaxy team¬ 
mates’ heads, and a sold- 
out stadium roared for its 
hometown team through a 
blizzard of confetti. 
Although Beckham's five- 
year American odyssey 
hasn’t always gone ac¬ 
cording to script, he clearly 
learned a little something 
about Hollywood endings 
along the way. 

Landon Donovan scored in 
the 72nd minute on passes 
from Robbie Keane and 
Beckham, and the Gal¬ 
axy’s three superstars won 
their first MLS Cup together 
with a 1-0 victory over the 
Houston Dynamo on Sun¬ 
day. 

The trio’s beautiful goal 
highlighted another brute 
demonstration of the Gal¬ 
axy’s dominance in per¬ 
haps the greatest season 
for any MLS club. Los An¬ 
geles had the second-best 
record in league history 
during the regular season 
before barreling through 
the playoffs without a loss 
to win the franchise’s third 


title. 

Beckham was brilliant 
thraughout the postseasan, 
setting up four goals and 
cantrolling play in midfield 


despite injuries to his back 
and hamstrings. 

“We’ve been thraugh a let 
this season," Beckham said. 
“We’ve had a lot of games. 


Bruce (Arena) and his staff 
are the ones that got us to 
this game tonight." 

Los Angeles had the most 
expensive and eye-catch¬ 
ing squad in MLS histary, 
but the Galaxy got full val¬ 
ue from their three highest- 
priced players, particularly 
in the playoffs. 

Along with Beckham’s bril¬ 
liance, Donovan scored in 
each of the Galaxy’s final 
three playoff games, and 
Keane was a constant of¬ 
fensive threat despite criss- 
crassing the glebe in his 
spare time an Ireland na- 
tianal team duty. 

Galaxy coach Bruce Arena 
felt the championship jus¬ 
tified every expense and 
expectation of the experi¬ 
ment they started in 2007 
with Beckham’s ground¬ 
breaking mave to America. 
“David is a champion," 
said Arena, the first coach 
tc win three MLS titles. “I’ve 
been around great ath¬ 
letes and competitars in my 
life, and this guy is as good 
as it comes. Unbelievable 
desire to win. He’s a great 
teammate, a great per¬ 
son. He’s done it all in every 
country he’s been in. What 
more can yau say abaut a 


Lochte, Franklin win 
U.S.swimming honors 


BETH HARRIS 
AP Sports Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ryan 
Lochte fired off an early 
message to his rivals as he 
collected his U.S. swimmer 
of the year award Sunday, 
saying he was going to 
“turn some heads” at next 
year’s London Olympics. 
“I’m ready ta rock this 
thing,” said Lochte, who 
capped a stellar 2011 by 
beating Michael Phelps for 
the top male honor. 
Teenager Missy Franklin 
won female athlete of the 
year as USA Swimming hon¬ 
ored its top performers. 
Lochte’s season included 
two head-to-head victaries 
over Phelps at the world 
championships in Shang¬ 
hai. 

“I’ve been getting faster 


since 2008. I’m a better 
athlete and a better swim¬ 
mer,” Lochte said. 

He said he’s putting every¬ 
thing into making another 
Olympic team and winning 
gold in London. 

“A couple guys might have 
something to say about 
that. They can talk all they 
want," Lachte said. “I 
wauld like ta see them stop 
me. This is my year." 

Lochte also won for men’s 
race of the year for his per¬ 
formance in the 200-meter 
backstroke at Shanghai, 
where he set the first world 
record since high-tech suits 
were banned. Lochte won 
six medals at warlds. 

Lochte nearly dropped the 
first trophy he received. 

“I got it, don’t worry,” 
he assured the crowd. “I 


wouldn’t get this if it wasn’t 
far (Phelps). He’s pushed 
me to so many limits. We 
have a great sportsman¬ 
ship and a great rivalry.” 
Franklin, a 16-year-old 
from Colorado, capped a 
breakout season by win¬ 
ning female athlete hanors, 
presented by Janet Evans, 
wha is making a cameback 
at age 40. 

She also won female race 
at the year far her gald- 
medal showing in the 200 
backstroke at worlds and 
relay performance as part 
of the winning women’s 400 
medley relay. She won five 
medals at worlds. 

A week ago, Franklin had 
her braces removed from 
her teeth and her smile was 
radiant. 

“I gave my arthodontist an 



Ryan Lochte receives his 
award as maie athlete of the 
year at the USA Swimming 
Foundation’s Golden Goggle 
awards in Los Angeles, Sun¬ 
day, Nov. 20, 2011. 

Associated Press 

ultimatum,” she said. “It 
feels great. I had my first 
apple. It tasted as gaod as 
I thaught it would be." 

The winners were selected 
by a nine-member panel 
in combinatian with aniine 
fan voting.Q 



MLS title 

guy like this and what he’s 
draught ta this arganiza- 
tion and this league in five 
years? He gutted it out to¬ 
night. He obviously wanted 
to be there.” 

Donovan, chosen the MLS 
Cup MVP after his record 
20th playoff goal, was lifted 
aft his feet with a hug tram 
Beckham after the final 
whistle. Beckham’s three 
sans then jained him on 
the field, with 12-year-old 
Brooklyn carrying the cup 
after they made their way 
over to the Galaxy’s most 
ardent supporters in the 
north end of Home Depot 
Center, where the Galaxy 
didn’t lose all seasan long. 
Although the 36-year-old 
global ican insists he hasn’t 
decided where he’ll play 
next year, the Galaxy 
hope Beckham extends 
his California sojourn for at 
least another season. The 
Galaxy fanatics in the An¬ 
gel City Brigade support¬ 
ers’ section chanted “We 
want Beckham!” after the 
match as Beckham taok a 
lang tour of the field with his 
sons. 

“It’s been the most enjoy¬ 
able time at my career in 
America over the last year, 
and this just tops it off,” said 
Beckham, whose services 
are coveted by Paris Saint- 
Germain and a handful 
of British clubs. “I’ve said 
before, I need to sit back 
and relax and enjay this 
mament, and then I’ll fig¬ 
ure out what I’m gaing ta 
do next year. I might talk in 
the past tense sometimes, 
but that daesn’t mean I’m 
leaving. It’s been an amaz¬ 
ing five years.” 

Despite his injuries, Beck¬ 
ham plans to participate in 
the Galaxy’s friendly tour of 
Indonesia, the Philippines 
and Australia in the next 
few weeks befare his con¬ 
tract cfficially runs out in 
December. 

“Knowing David the way 
we do, he’d go out there 
with his leg hanging off,” 
said Keane, who led Ire¬ 
land to a place in next 
year’s European Champi¬ 
onship last Tuesday in Dub¬ 
lin. “From a selfish point of 
view, I want him ta stay. 
He’s been great to me. I’ve 
enjoyed the few months 
I’ve had with him. ”□ 
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Greenhouse gases soar; no signs warming 


Inthis Friday, Nov. 21,2008filephoto,climatescientistWallyBroeckerof New York's Columbia University 
addresses the audience during the Rome ceremony at which he was awarded a Balzan Prize tor 
outstanding scientific achievement. Aithough researchers overwheimingly agree that manmade 
greenhouse gases are warming the planet, causing ciimate change, resistance to the idea appears 
to hove hardened among many Americans. “Eventuaiiy it'ii become damned ciear that the Earth is 
warming,” says Broecker, credited with coining the term “giobal warming” in a 1975 research article. 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHiNGTON (AP) — Heat¬ 
trapping greenhouse gas¬ 
es in the atmosphere are 
building up so high, so tost, 
that some scientists now 
think the world can no lon¬ 
ger limit global warming 
to the level world leaders 
have agreed upon as safe. 
New figures from the U.N. 
weather agency showed 
Monday that the three big¬ 
gest greenhouse gases not 
only reached record levels 
lost year but were increas¬ 
ing at on ever-faster rate, 
despite efforts by many 
countries to reduce emis¬ 
sions. 

As world leaders meet next 
week in South Africa to 
tackle the issue of climate 
change, several scientists 
said their projections show 
it is unlikely the world con 
hold warming to the target 
set by leaders just two years 
ago in Copenhagen, Den¬ 
mark. 

“The growth rate is increas¬ 
ing every decade," said 
Jim Butler, director of the 
U.S. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin¬ 
istration’s Global Monitor¬ 
ing Division. “That’s kind of 
scary.” 

Scientists cannot say ex¬ 
actly what levels of green¬ 
house gases are safe, but 
some fear a continued rise 
in global temperatures will 
lead to irreversible melting 
of some of the world’s ice 
sheets and a several-foot 


rise in sea levels over the 
centuries — the so-called 
tipping point. 

The findings from the U.N. 
World Meteorological Or¬ 
ganization are consistent 
with other grim reports is¬ 
sued recently. Just this 
month, figures from the 
U.S. Department of Energy 
showed that global carbon 
dioxide emissions in 2010 
jumped by the highest one- 
year amount ever. 

The WMO found that to¬ 
tal carbon dioxide levels in 
2010 hit 389 parts per mil¬ 
lion, up from 280 parts per 
million in 1750, before the 
start of the Industrial Revo¬ 
lution. Levels increased 1.5 


ppm per year in the 1990s 
and 2.0 per year in the first 
decade of this century, 
and are now rising at a rate 
of 2.3 per year. The top two 
other greenhouse gases — 
methane and nitrous oxide 
— also are soaring. 

The U.N. agency cited fossil 
fuel-burning, loss of forests 
that absorb C02 and use of 
fertilizer as the main culprits. 
Since 1990, a year that in¬ 
ternational climate nego¬ 
tiators have set as a bench¬ 
mark for emissions, the total 
heat-trapping force from all 
the major greenhouse gas¬ 
es has increased by 29 per¬ 
cent, according to NOAA. 
The accelerating rise is 


happening despite the 
1997 Kyoto agreement to 
cut emissions. Europe, Rus¬ 
sia and Japan have about 
reached their targets under 
the treaty. But China, the 
U.S. and India are increas¬ 
ing emissions. The treaty did 
not require emission cuts 
from China and India be¬ 
cause they are developing 
nations. The U.S. pulled out 
of the treaty in 2001, the 
Senate having never rati¬ 
fied it. While scientists can¬ 
not agree on what level of 
warming of the climate is 
considered dangerous, en¬ 
vironmental activists have 
seized upon 350 parts per 
million as a target for car- 



is slowed 

bon dioxide levels. The 
world pushed past that 
mark more than 20 years 
ago. 

Governments have fo¬ 
cused more on projected 
temperature increases 
rather than carbon levels. 
Since the mid-1990s, Euro¬ 
pean governments have 
set a goal of limiting warm¬ 
ing to slightly more than 
2 degrees Fahrenheit (1.2 
degrees Celsius) above 
current levels by the end 
of this century. The goal 
was part of a nonbinding 
agreement reached in Co¬ 
penhagen in 2009 that was 
signed by the U.S. and oth¬ 
er countries. 

Temperatures already 
have risen about 1.4 de¬ 
grees Fahrenheit (0.8 de¬ 
grees Celsius) since pre-in¬ 
dustrial times. 

Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology professors Ron 
Prinn, Henry Jacoby and 
John Sterman said MIT’s 
calculations show the world 
is unlikely to meet that two- 
degree goal now. 

“There’s very, very little 
chance," Prinn said. “One 
has to be pessimistic about 
making that absolute 
threshold."Andrew Weaver 
at the University of Victo¬ 
ria, Granger Morgan of 
Carnegie Mellon University 
and Gregg Marland of Ap¬ 
palachian State University 
agreed with the MIT analy¬ 
sis that holding warming to 
two degrees now seems 
unlikely.G 
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HP profit falls as declines and charges hit results 


Oil prices fall on 
economic fears 


Oil prices fell Monday on fears fhat the world economy will 
weaken and push down demand for crude. 


The corporate logo for Hewlett-Packard Co., is displayed at an 
HP Innovation Summit, in New York. Hewlett-Packard Co. was 
hurt in the latest quarter by declines in several of its key busi¬ 
nesses and heavy restructuring charges, a sign of the challenges 
confronting new CEO Meg Whitman. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 


JORDAN ROBERTSON 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Hewlett-Packard Co. was 
hurt in the latest quarter by 
declines in several of its key 
businesses and heavy re¬ 
structuring charges, a sign 
of the challenges confront¬ 
ing new CEO Meg Whit¬ 
man. 

Net income plunged 91 
percent to $239 million, or 


12 cents per share, in the 
quarter ended Oct. 31. 
That's down from $2.54 bil¬ 
lion, or $1.10 per share, in 
the same period a year 
ago. 

Excluding items, HP earned 
$1.17 per share. Analysts 
polled by FactSet expect¬ 
ed $1.13 on that basis. 
Meanwhile, revenue fell 3 
percent to $32.12 billion. 
Analysts expected $32.05 


billion. 

HP shares fell 26 cents, or less 
than 1 percent, to $26.60 in 
extended trading, after the 
results were reported. In 
Monday’s regular trading 
session, the stock fell $1.13, 
or 4 percent, to $26.86. 

Wall Street believes HP's 
outlook leaves something 
to be desired. The com¬ 
pany's forecast was lower 
than most analysts’ targets. 
HP said it was being “cau¬ 
tious,” without immediately 
elaborating on the reasons 
for why. 

Analyst Brian White with Ti- 
conderoga Securities called 
the outlook “weak” but said 
the stock has some appeal 
in investors because of its 
previous declines. Indeed, 
the stock has fallen 40 per¬ 
cent since CEO Mark Hurd 
was ousted last year in an 
ethical scandal. 

“HP has valuation on its side 
and expectations are low, 
however, we believe this 
turnaround story will take 
time to play out and the 
darkening macroeconomic 
environment is only likely to 
hinder this cause,” White 
wrote in a note to clients. 
The profit decline in the lat¬ 
est quarter was caused in 
large part by $3.3 billion in 
charges for HP's earlier de¬ 
cision to kill its tablet and 
smartphone businesses, as 
well as other write-downs 
and acquisition costs. Rev¬ 
enue in three of HP's big¬ 
gest divisions — personal 
computers, printers and ink, 
and servers and networking 
— fell as well.Q 


JONATHAN FAHEY 
AP Energy Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Oil pric¬ 
es fell Monday on fears 
that the world economy 
will weaken and push 
down demand for crude. 
West Texas Intermedi¬ 
ate oil, which is used as a 
benchmark to price oil in 
much of the U.S., fell 75 
cents to finish at $96.92 a 
barrel in New York. 

Brent crude, which is used 
to price oil produced in 
many foreign countries, 
fell 74 cents to end at 
$106.66 a barrel in Lon¬ 
don. 

The global economy is un¬ 
der assault from several 
directions. The inability 
of Europe to deal with its 
crushing debt problems is 
raising concerns that the 
region will fall into reces¬ 


sion. Also, as long as the 
crisis continues, the fear 
remains that the world fi¬ 
nancial system could seize 
up if European banks and 
banks with ties to Europe 
stop lending. 

“The market’s biggest con¬ 
cern is the ongoing strife in 
Europe and the uncertainty 
that brings,” said Phil Flynn, 
an analyst at PFG Best in 
Chicago. 

When the economy slows, 
demand for crude oil and 
refined products like diesel 
and gasoline falls because 
fewer goods are produced 
and shipped, and people 
travel less. 

Another concern is that 
the Congressional commit¬ 
tee set up to reduce U.S. 
spending, known as the 
super committee, will fail 
to come up with a plan.Q 

-X 
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Super sell-off: Dow loses almost 250 


DANIEL WAGNER 

MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — The stock 
market was not exactly sur¬ 
prised that the so-called 
supercommittee tailed to 
reach a deal to cut the 
deficit. 

But since summer, investors 
have sold at the first hint of 
trouble. 

So on Monday, they sold 
big. 

The Dow Jones industrial av¬ 
erage lost almost 250 points 
after the special commit¬ 
tee of Congress assigned 
to come up with $1.2 trillion 
in deficit cuts over 10 years 
indicated that there would 
be no deal. 

“They’re essentially giv¬ 
ing up,” said Robert Robis, 
head of fixed income mac¬ 
ro strategies at ING Invest¬ 
ment Management. 

The supercommittee stale¬ 
mate is supposed to trigger 
automatic spending cuts 
across the government, but 
there were already hints 
that Congress would find 
a way around them. Ana¬ 
lysts say that could lead to 
another downgrade of the 
U.S. credit rating. 

In addition, the failure rais¬ 
es the question of how a 
gridlocked Congress would 
find a way to extend a cut 
in the Social Security tax. 
Congress passed it for one 
year, and some lawmak¬ 
ers support extending it be¬ 
cause economic growth 
remains weak. 

Each of those measures 


puts cash in the pockets of 
Americans, who can spend 
it and help the economy 
grow. 

It also shows lawmakers 
may not be able to make 
progress on anything bud- 
get-related in the coming 
months, said Robert Pavlik, 
chief market strategist with 
Banyan Partners LLC in New 
York. 

“It shows that there's a big¬ 
ger problem at hand, and 
if they can't work to resolve 
these relatively small yet 
meaningful issues, what’s 
going to happen if we get 
into a situation like Europe 
is in?” he said. “And we're 
kind of headed there.” 

The result was another day 
of heavy selling in a market 
that has grown used to big 
swings. The Dow finished 
down 248.85 points, or 2.1 
percent, at 11,547.31. At its 
low point of the day, the 
Dow was down 342. 
Volatility seized the stock 
market in late July, when 
Congress was wrestling with 
whether to raise the limit on 
how much the federal gov¬ 
ernment can borrow. 

The Dow rose or fell 100 
points or more on 15 trad¬ 
ing days in August, 16 in 
September and 15 in Oc¬ 
tober. Monday was its 10th 
triple-digit move this month, 
with six trading days to go. 
“People are getting so 
short-term oriented now 
that all they know is how to 
make day trades,” he said. 
The selling swung the Dow 
from a gain for the year to 


Dollar strengthens 
after debt talks fall 

NEW YORK (AP) — The dollar rose against the euro Mon¬ 
day as talks to reduce the U.S. deficit failed. 

A congressional deficit-reduction committee failed to 
agree on how to cut the deficit by $1.2 trillion over the 
coming decade. Some analysts think the U.S. govern¬ 
ment's debt could be downgraded again if Congress 
finds ways to avoid automatic spending cuts that were 
supposed to be implemented in the event of a stalemate. 
The Dow Jones industrial average fell nearly 250 points. 
Global stock markets also fell. The euro fell to $1.3496 late 
Monday from $1.3518 late Friday. The dollar is seen as a 
relatively safe asset and tends to rise when markets are 
turbulent. In other trading, the British pound fell to $1.5645 
from $1.5787. The dollar fell to 76.94 Japanese yen from 
76.97 Japanese yen and to 0.9170 Swiss franc from 0.9177 
Swiss franc. The dollar rose to 1.0385 Canadian dollar from 
1.0266 Canadian dollar.Q 



Traders Richard Cohen, left, and Lewis Vande-Pallen, right, work 
on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange Monday, Nov. 21, 
2011. Stocks took o sharp foil in trading Monday amid reports 
that the congressional committee would foil to agree on o plan 
to cut the U.S. government’s budget deficit. 

(AP Photo/Richord Drew) 


a loss, the first time that has 
happened in a month. 
Across the Atlantic Ocean, 
Moody’s, a prominent rat¬ 
ings agency, warned that 
France could face a down¬ 
grade because the debt 
crisis in Europe has pushed 
borrowing costs higher for 
the French government. 
For now, France has an 
AAA rating, the best. 

One European country af¬ 
ter another has fallen into 
crisis because of debt. Wary 
of the ability of countries to 
pay back their loans, bond 
investors have insisted on 
higher returns on national 
bonds, pushing borrowing 
costs to dangerous levels. 
Stocks fell 3.4 percent in 
both Germany and France 
— bigger declines than in 
the United States. □ 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Actor _ 
Kristofferson 
5 One more time 
10 Snow toy 

14 Orient 

15 Tour leader 

16 Lima’s nation 

17 Christmas 

18 Actress Winona 

19 Passionate 

20 Coat parts 
22 Greed 

24 “As American 
as apple 

25 Department 
store employee 

26 Biblical hymn 

29 Faux social 
blunder 

30 From days of 
yore 

34 Speed contest 

35 Piece of china 

36 Sham; artificial 

37 _ loss for 
words 

38 Sea cow 

40 Used the teeth 

41 Not at all wide 

43 Marsh 

44 Police spray 

45 Bread recipe 
verb 

46 Wily 

47 _ a hook; 
prepares to fish 

48 Confused riot 

50 Fond du Wl 

51 Casino patron 
54 Obtain by 

trickery 

58 TV's “American 

59 Moses’ brother 

61 Explosive noise 

62 Zero 

63 _ plug; fuel 
igniter 

64 Meander 

65 Inquires 

66 Takes care of 

67 Whirlpool 

DOWN 

1 Door openers 

2 Late actor Julia 

3 _ of Capri 
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Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


4 Church spire 

5 See eye to eye 

6 Fellows 

7 Kool-_; sweet 
drink mix 

8 High standards 

9 Audacity 

10 Glitter; dazzle 

11 One of Jacob’s 
twelve sons 

12 Explorer _ the 
Red 

13 _ ranch; rustic 
resort 

21 Energy 
23 Ascended 

25 Qualified 

26 Practical joke 

27 Hell’s ruler 

28 Without 
happy-go-lucky 

29 Play on words 

31 Persian Gulf 
emirate 

32 Official order 

33 Short letters 

35 Crow’s cry 

36 Cribbage piece 
38 Small replica 


Monday’s Puzzle Solved 



(c) 2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 


39 Plaything 
42 Talks on & on 
and digresses 
44 Dwelling on the 
gruesome 

46 Sehor’s shawl 

47 Embargo 

49 Minimum 

50 Golf course 


51 Ms. Lollobrigida 

52 Commotions 

53 Religious man 

54 Pres. Carter’s 
predecessor 

55 Well-behaved 

56 Burden 

57 TV show award 
60 Galloped 
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Today In History 


The Associated Press 
Today is Tuesday, Novem¬ 
ber 22, the 326th day of 
2011. There are 39 days left 
in the year. 

Highiights in history on this 
date: 

1699 - Treaty is signed by 
Denmark, Russia, Saxany 
and Paland far partitian of 
Swedish Empire. 

1718 - English pirate Edward 
Teach — better known as 
“Blackbeard” — is killed 
during a battle off the Vir¬ 
ginia coast. 

1892 - Belgians suppress up¬ 
rising of Arab slave holders 
in Upper Congo. 

1906 - The “SOS” distress sig¬ 
nal is adopted at the Inter¬ 
national Radio Telegraphic 
Convention in Berlin. 

1915 - British and Turks bat¬ 
tle indecisively at Tsiphon, 
Mesopotamia. 

1935 - The flying boat. The 
China Clipper, leaves San 
Francisco on the first trans¬ 
pacific airmail flight. 

1943 - Lebanon is granted 
independence after two 
decades of French man¬ 
date rule; Britain’s Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill, 
U.S. President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, and China’s 
Chiang Kai-shek agree in 
Cairo, Egypt, on measures 
to defeat Japan in World 
Warn. 

1947 - Iran Assembly nullifies 
oil agreements with Soviet 
Union. 

1962 - Soviet Union an¬ 
nounces end of combat¬ 
readiness alert of its armed 
forces imposed at start of 
Cuban missile crisis. 

1963 - U.S. President John 
F. Kennedy is assassinated 
as he rides in motorcade 
in Dallas, Texas. Vice Presi¬ 
dent Lyndon B. Johnson 
becomes the 36th presi¬ 
dent. 

1967 - The U.N. Security 
Council approves Resolu¬ 
tion 242, which calls for Is¬ 
rael to withdraw from ter¬ 
ritories it captured in 1967 
Six Day War, and implicitly 
calls on adversaries to rec¬ 
ognize Israel’s right to exist. 
1972 - U.S. President Rich¬ 
ard Nixon lifts 22-year-old 
ban on American travel to 
Chino. 

1974 - U.N. General Assem¬ 
bly gives the Palestine Lib- 





Today is Scarlett 
Johansson’s birthday 


erotion Organization ob¬ 
server status. 

1977 - The British and 
French supersonic airliner 
Concorde begins service 
out of New York’s Kennedy 
International Airport after 
lengthy dispute over noise 
levels. 

1986 - Iranian surface-to- 
surface missile hits residen¬ 
tial area in Iraqi capital of 
Baghdad, wounding 20 
civilians. 

1988 - South African gov¬ 
ernment announces it has 
joined Cuba and Angola 
in endorsing plan to re¬ 
move Cuban troops from 
Angola. 


1989 - Lebanese President 
Rene Mouawad is assassi¬ 
nated. 

1990 - British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, after 
being defeated by John 
Major in a ballot for Conser¬ 
vative Party leader, resigns 
after 111/2 years in office. 

1991 - Ousted Haitian Presi¬ 
dent Jeon-Bertrond Aristide 
meets with a group of leg¬ 
islators to negotiate an end 
to Haiti’s constitutional cri¬ 
sis. It is the first meeting be¬ 
tween the two sides since 
Aristide’s overthrow in a 
military-led coup 

Today’s Birthdays: 
Charles de Gaulle, French 
general-statesman (1890- 
1970); Benjamin Britten, 
English camposer (1913- 
1976); Lew Hoad, Austra¬ 
lian tennis champion (1934- 
1994); Jamie Lee Curtis, 
U.S. actress (1958-); Mariel 
Hemingway, U.S. actress 
(1961-); Boris Becker, Ger¬ 
man tennis prafessianal 
and Wimbledan champian 
(1967-); Scarlett Jahans- 
son, U.S. actress (1984-). 

Thought For Today: 

To conquer without risk is 
to triumph without glory 
— Pierre Corneille, French 
dramatist (1606-1684) .□ 
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Whales in the desert: Fossil bonanza poses mystery 



In this Aug. 11, 2010 photo released by Chile's Paleon¬ 
tological Museum of Caldera, a paleontologist from the 
museum prepares a whale fossil at the site where many 
prehistoric whale fossils were discovered in the Atacama 
desert near Copiapo, Chiie. 


Associated Press 
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By EVA VERGARA and IAN 
JAMES 

SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — 

More than 2 million years 
ago, scores of whales con¬ 
gregating off the Pacific 
Coast af Saufh America 
mysteriously met their end. 
Maybe they became disori¬ 
ented and beached them¬ 
selves. Maybe they were 
trapped in a lagoon by a 
landslide or a storm. Maybe 
they died there aver a pe¬ 
riod of a few millennia. But 
somehow, they ended up 
right next to one another, 
many just meters (yards) 
apart, entombed as the 
shallow sea floor was driven 
upward by geological forc¬ 
es and transformed into the 
driest place on the planet. 
Today, they have emerged 
again atop a desert hill 
more than a kilometer (half 
a mile) tram the surf, where 
researchers have begun ta 
unearth one of the world’s 
best-preserved graveyards 
of prehistoric whales. 
Chilean scientists togeth¬ 
er with researchers from 
the Smithsonianinstitution 


are studying how these 
whales, many at the them 
the size at buses, wound 
up in the same corner of 
the Atacama Desert. 
“That's the tap question,” 
said Maria Suarez, directar 
of the Paleontological Mu¬ 
seum in the nearby town 
of Caldera, about 700 kilo¬ 
meters (440 miles) north of 
Santiago, the Chilean capi¬ 
tal. 

Experts say ather graups 
at prehistoric whales have 
been faund tagether in 
Peru and Egypt, but the 
Chilean fossils stand aut 
for their staggering num¬ 
ber and beautifully pre¬ 
served bones. More than 
75 whales have been dis¬ 
covered so far — including 
more than 20 perfectly in¬ 
tact skeletons. 

They provide a snapshot 
of sea life at the time, and 
even include what might 
have been a family group: 
two adult whales with a ju¬ 
venile between them. 

“I think they died more 
or less at the same time,” 
said Nicholas Pyenson, 
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curator of fossil ma¬ 
rine mammals at the 
Smithsanian’sNational Mu¬ 
seum of Natural Histary. Py¬ 
enson and Suarez are jaint- 
ly leading the research. 

As far why such a great 
number perished in the 
same place, Pyenson said: 
“There are many ways 
that whales could die, and 
we’re still testing all those 
different hypotheses.” 

The scientists have yet ta 
publish their findings about 
the fossil bed and the ex¬ 
tensive remains, which be¬ 
gan ta emerge in June last 
year during a highway-wid¬ 
ening project that is now 
on hold. 

So far, the fossils have been 
found in a roadside strip the 
length of two football fields 
— about 240 meters (260 
yards) long and 20 meters 
(yards) wide. 

Pyenson said the spot was 
ance a “lagaan-like en- 
viranment” and that the 
whales prabably died be¬ 
tween 2 million and 7 mil¬ 
lion years ago. 

Most of the fossils are ba¬ 
leen whales that measured 
about 8 meters (25 feet) 
long, Pyenson said. 

The researchers also dis¬ 
covered a sperm whale 
skeleton and remains of a 
now-extinct dolphin that 
had two walrus-like tusks 
and previausly had aniy 
turned up in Peru, he said. 
“We're very excited about 
that,” Pyenson said in a 
telephone interview. “It is a 
very bizarre animal.”□ 
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Eduardo Cabra Martinez, also known as Visitante, left, and Rene 
Perez Joglar, also known as Residente, of musical group Calle 
13, pose backstage with their awards at the 12th Annual Latin 
Grammy Awards on Thursday Nov. 10, 2011 In Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


Calle 13 joins UNICEF 
to fight trafficking 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The Puerto Rican hip-hop duo 
Calle 13 is joining the U.N. children's agency UNICEF to 
raise awareness of human trafficking. 

Brothers Rene Perez Joglar and Eduardo Jose Cobra 
Martinez told a news conference Monday they hope 
to use their connection with youth to denounce the 
trafficking of young people in Latin America. 

Calle 13 swept the Latin Grammy Awards this month. 

The brothers will participate in a multimedia project 
produced by MTV Latino America and Tr3s, its Spanish- 
language network in the United States. The campaign 
will also feature a documentary about young people 
exploited for work or prostitution.□ 


Review: Jackson’s Cirque 
soundtrack needs context 


NEKESA MUMBI MOODY 
AP Music Writer 
Michael Jackson, “Immor¬ 
tal," (Epic) 

“The Immortal World Tour" 
is a new Cirque du Soleil 
extravaganza that pays 
tribute to the life of the late 
King of Pop through his rich 
catalog of hits. 

Word has it that the show, 
which will tour the United 
States beginning in Decem¬ 
ber, is a must-see produc¬ 
tion. 

Listening to the show's 
soundtrack will leave you 
with a “must-see" feeling 
about the show as well, 
mainly because you will 
feel like you have to see the 
show to put much of the re¬ 
imagined versions of Jack¬ 
son's hits in context. 

Without the imagery and 
plotline of the show, much 
of the album seems dis¬ 
jointed. Some songs are 
oddly chopped up, oth¬ 


ers are spliced together 
without much finesse, and 
there are a myriad sound 
effects, from bullets firing to 
glass shattering to the whis¬ 
tle of a train to basketballs 
bouncing, that just sound 
like noise. 

There are a few excep¬ 
tions. “Dancing Machine” 
is paired with an electro¬ 
groove that gives it a 
nice updated feel (until 
it is bogged down by the 
weird insertion of “Blame it 
on the Boogie" and lots of 
slamming sound effects); 
“I'll Be There” sounds gor¬ 
geous with just Jackson's 
voice and a piano; and 
the a cappella confronta¬ 
tion scene from the “Bad” 
video fits perfectly into a 
brief interlude of “State of 
Shock." 

But just as you're jamming 
to that, the song switches 
to “Beat It,” leaving you 
with a sense of confusion. 
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Barack Obama pays 
tribute to country music 



Musician Dierks Bentiey performs for President Barack Obama 
and first iody Michelle Obama during a celebration of country 
music event in the East Room of the White House on Monday, 
Nov. 21, 2011, in Washington. 


By KEN THOMAS 
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— President Barack 
Obama turned the White 
House into a country music 
hall on Monday, inviting an 
array of country stars for a 
concert that gave voice 
“to the emotions of every¬ 
day life." 

Cowboy hats and bolo 
ties mixed with the majes¬ 
tic chandeliers of the East 
Room for a toe-tapping se¬ 
ries of performances by Di¬ 
erks Bentley, Alison Krauss, 
Lyle Lovett, Kris Kristoffer- 
son, Darius Rucker, James 
Taylor, The Band Perry, Lau¬ 
ren Alaina and Micky. 
“Tonight, we are turning 
the East Room into a bona 
fide country music hall," 
Obama said. Only days 
after wrapping up a nine- 
day trip through Hawaii, 
Australia and Indonesia, 
the president told guests 
that Johnny Cash “was re¬ 
ally singing our song when 
he sang, ‘I've been every¬ 
where, man.'" 

Obama said country mu¬ 


Onstage, it probably all 
makes sense beautifully — 
well, let's hope. 

But without that visual pic¬ 
ture, the listening experi¬ 
ence is a disappointment. 
CHECK THIS TRACK OUT; The 


sic tied together many 
threads of the nation's im¬ 
migrant heritage, from the 
Irish fiddle, the German dul¬ 
cimer, the Italian mandolin. 


addition of a choir, as well 
as the foreboding boots 
marching, makes Jackson's 
anthem for the oppressed, 
“They Don't Care About 
Us,” even more powerful.Q 


Associated Press 

the Spanish guitar and the 
West African banjo. “At 
its most pure, that's what 
country music is all about 
— life in America. It's about 
storytelling — giving voice 
to the emotions of every¬ 
day life.” 

Obama and first lady Mi¬ 
chelle Obama, wearing a 
pink silk pantsuit, watched 
from the front row to a set 
list of country music past 
and present. 

Bentley opened the con¬ 
cert by telling the audience 
that his thoughts were with 
members of the military 
and their families and then 
broke into a stirring rendi¬ 
tion of “Home,” his current 
hit. 

Taylor, wearing a tan Stet¬ 
son hat with his blue suit, 
sang his 1970s hit “Riding 
on the Railroads," and per¬ 
formed a version of Glen 
Campbell's “Wichita Line¬ 
man." Country star Willie 
Nelson's influence loomed 
large over the show. Krist- 
offerson and Rucker per¬ 
formed “Poncho and 
Lefty,” a 1983 hit by Nelson 
and Merle Haggard, while 
Alaina did a rendition of 
Elvis Presley's “You Were 
Always on My Mind," which 
Nelson turned into a Gram¬ 
my winner, also in 1983.Q 



In this image released by Epic Records, the newest release tor 
the late king ot pop Michael Jackson “Immortal,” is shown. 

Associated Press 
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‘The Muppets’ stage a comeback 


By DERRIK J. LANG 
UNIVERSAL CITY, Calif. (AP) 

— Jason Segel is balancing 
a bowling pin atop his nog¬ 
gin. 

The jolly actor-screenwriter 
is perched on the stage ot o 
makeshift Muppet Theater 
that's been erected inside 
a mammoth Universal Stu¬ 
dios soundstage. He's ner¬ 
vously grimacing while the 
furry blue daredevil Gonzo 
the Great winds his arm up 
in preparation to launch a 
bowling ball toward Segel 
for a stunt the pair are film¬ 
ing for “The Muppets.” 
Segel, who co-wrote the 
movie with “Forgetting Sar¬ 
ah Marshall” director Nich¬ 
olas Stoller, is balancing 
more than just o bowl¬ 
ing pin on his head these 
days: The Walt Disney Co., 
which acquired The Mup¬ 
pets franchise from The Jim 
Henson Co. in 2004, has en¬ 
trusted him with the first big- 
screen adventure starring 
the felt-covered perfor¬ 
mance troupe in 12 years. 

“I think at some point. The 
Muppets changed o little 
bit,” said Segel during a 
break from filming earlier 
this year. “Our goal with this 
movie is to reintroduce The 
Muppets to kids in a way 
that's reminiscent of the 
movies from the late ‘70s 
and early ‘80s. The great 
thing about those movies 
and what Pixar does now is 
they don't pander or con¬ 
descend to children.” 
Segel, a hardcore Mup¬ 
pet fan best known for his 
R-rated roles in such mov¬ 
ies os “Knocked Up” and “I 
Love You, Mon,” petitioned 
Disney brass to resurrect 
The Muppets with Stoller in 
o way that would appeal 
to both nostalgic adults 
who grew up watching 
“The Muppet Show” and 
children more familiar with 
computer-generated 3-D 
animation than big-eyed 
puppets. 

In the film, out Wednesday, 
Segel and Amy Adams 
play a small-town couple 
named Gary and Mary 
who — along with Gary's 
puppet brother Walter 
(portrayed by Peter Linz) 

— work to reunite The Mup¬ 
pets. It seems the felt ones 
have found themselves ir¬ 
relevant in on entertain¬ 


ment landscape dominat¬ 
ed by such over-the-top 
fictional game shows as 
“Punch Teacher.” 

The musical's story line mir¬ 
rors The Muppets’ own re¬ 
ality. They haven't starred 
in a film together since the 
2005 made-for-TV movie 
“The Muppets' Wizard of 
Oz” and have been absent 
from theaters since 1999’s 
“The Muppets in Space.” 


“It’s funny that the success 
of the movie might undo 
the story itself,” said director 
James Bobin. “That's what 
actually drew me to the 
story. I was struck by how 
honest it was and with real 
artistic license portrayed 
how people perceive The 
Muppets at this time. One 
of the great emotional 
drives in any story is getting 
the band back together.” 
The new movie finds The 
Muppets oft doing their 
own thing: Fozzie Bear is 
languishing in a tribute 
band called The Moopets, 
Miss Piggy is sashaying 
around Paris os o fashion 
editor. Animal is treating 
his anger management is¬ 
sues at rehab. Dr. Teeth 
and The Electric Mayhem 
are performing in the New 
York subway and Scooter is 
working at Google. 

The filmmakers, most of 
whom have never worked 
with puppets, let alone The 
Muppets, closely collabo¬ 
rated with the puppeteers 
who hove been portraying 
these characters for years. 
One particular meeting 
with them led Segel and 
Stoller to axe any self-ref¬ 


erential jokes and puns 
about The Muppets being 
puppets. “I wonder how 
that felt,” for example, was 
a goner. 

“We’re all partners on this 
movie,” said producerTodd 
Liebermon. “We grew up 
on The Muppets, but these 
guys have been living it for 
20 years. They know these 
characters better than any 
of us possibly could be¬ 


cause they’ve been doing 
it for 20 years. They know 
the characters, and they 
know the style. They know 
what to do and what not 
to do for the brand.” 
Adorns, who ran the award 
show gauntlet earlier this 
year for her role in “The 
Fighter,” found it more dif¬ 
ficult to switch between 
flashy gowns at night and 
Mary’s conservative en¬ 
sembles by day during pro¬ 
duction than working with 
puppets. She said acting 
opposite puppets like Wal¬ 
ter wasn’t any more diffi¬ 
cult than working opposite 
actors like Mark Wahiberg. 
“Once you accept that the 
puppet that you’re working 
with is an actual character, 
it really is no different from 
working with another hu¬ 
man actor,” said Adams. 
“The puppeteers are ge¬ 
niuses at disappearing. I 
don’t know how they do it, 
but they do it. 

I see Peter and Walter os 
two completely separate 
beings. Peter is Peter, and 
Walter is Walter.” The im¬ 
mersive set design helped, 
too. For the new Muppet 
Theater that's supposed 


to look like it's abandoned 
until The Muppets give it a 
makeover, production de¬ 
signer Steve Saklad and 
his team incorporated the 
towering theater set built 
in 1924 for “Phantom of the 
Opera,” which is still stand¬ 
ing inside o soundstage on 
the Universal Studios back- 
lot. 

“We were originally going 
to shoot the ports of the 


Muppet Theater scenes 
that face the audience 
in a historic downtown 
Los Angeles theater, but it 
would've been limiting for 
the director to split every¬ 
thing up,” said Saklad. “I 
think it worked out for the 
best because now we've 
got this huge, luscious the¬ 
ater covered in a thousand 
coots of paint.” 

Saklad said the new Mup¬ 
pet Theater set was put in 
storage after production 
on “The Muppets,” just in 
case it’s required for a se¬ 
quel, and he’s hoping that 
no one paints over the 
“Phantom of the Opera” 
walls. 

However, the prospect of 
The Muppets os a rejuve¬ 
nated franchise featuring 
Segel is one the actor- 
screenwriter can’t seem to 
fathom. 

“That would certainly 
be amazing,” said Segel 
sheepishly. “It’s not some¬ 
thing I’m even thinking 
about right now. I’m still fo¬ 
cused on this movie. My big 
goal was just to re-establish 
The Muppets where they 
belonged. From there, ev¬ 
erything else is gravy.Q 



In this film publicity image released by Disney, Amy Adams, left, and Jason Segel are shown with 
the muppet characters in a scene from “The Muppets.” 

Associated Press 



ctress Viola Davis poses at the 
Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences’ 2011 Gov¬ 
ernors Awards, Saturday, Nov. 
12, 2011, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

Viola Davis 
helps library 
in Rl town 

CENTRAL FALLS, R.l. (AP) 

— The public library in Cen¬ 
tral Foils that was tempo¬ 
rarily closed because of 
the city’s dire finances is 
expanding its hours again 
otter receiving a dona¬ 
tion from octressViola Da¬ 
vis and a state grant. 

The Adams Memorial Li¬ 
brary said Monday that it 
got a $1,000 check from 
Davis, who grew up in Cen¬ 
tral Falls. Davis appeared 
recently in the movie “The 
Help” and was nominated 
for an Oscar for her role in 
2008’s “Doubt.” 

The library also received 
o $3,500 grant with the 
help of state Sen. Elizabeth 
Crowley. 

Actor Alec Baldwin donat¬ 
ed $10,000 to the library last 
month. 

The library has raised 
$61,000 since it was shut¬ 
tered in July ahead of the 
city’s bankruptcy filing. It 
reopened part-time with 
the help of volunteers. Be¬ 
ginning Dec. 1, it will be 
open six days a week.Q 


Springsteen and 
E Street Band 
to tour in ‘12 

NEW YORK (AP) — Bruce 
Springsteen and the E 
Street Band are set to go 
on the rood in 2012. 
Springsteen announced 
plans to tour the United 
States and Europe on his 
official website Sunday. 
Dates were to be an¬ 
nounced later. □ 
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Occupy the agenda I Jl /e^ 



Boring, cruel Euro romantics 



NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
© 2011 New York Times 


You have to wonder: Could 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and 
police chiefs around the coun¬ 
try be secretly backing the Oc¬ 
cupy Wall Street movement? 
The Occupy protests might have 
died in infancy if a senior police 
official had not pepper-sprayed 
young women on video. Harsh 
police measures in other cities, 
including a clash in Oakland 
that put a veteran in intensive 
care and the pepper-spraying 
of an 84-year-old woman in Se¬ 
attle, built popular support. 

Just in the last few days, Bloom¬ 
berg - who in other respects has 
been an excellent mayor - res¬ 
cued the movement from one 
of its biggest conundrums. It was 
stuck in a squalid encampment 
in Manhattan’s Zuccotti Park: 
antagonizing local residents, 
scaring off would-be supporters, 
and facing months of debilitat¬ 
ing snow and rain. Then the may¬ 
or helped save the demonstra¬ 
tors by clearing them out, thus 
solving their real estate problem 
and re-establishing their narra¬ 
tive of billionaires bullying the 
disenfranchised. Thanks to the 
mayor, the protests grew bigger 
than ever. I watched in down¬ 
town Manhattan last week as 
the police moved in to drag off 
protesters - and several creden- 
tialed journalists - and the ac¬ 
tion seemed wildly over the top. 
Sure, the mayor had legitimate 
concerns about sanitation and 
safety, but have you looked 
around New York City? Many 
locations aren’t so clean and 
safe, but there usually aren’t 
hundreds of officers in riot gear 
showing up in the middle of the 
night to address the problem. 
Yet in a larger sense, the furor 
over the eviction of protest¬ 
ers in New York, Oakland, Port¬ 
land and other cities is a side¬ 
show. Occupy Wall Street isn’t 
about real estate, and its signal 
achievement was not assem¬ 
bling shivering sleepers in a park. 
The high ground that the pro¬ 
testers seized is not an archipel¬ 
ago of parks in America, but the 
national agenda. The move¬ 
ment has planted economic 
inequality on the nation’s con¬ 
sciousness, and it will be difficult 
for any mayor or police force to 
dislodge it. 

A reporter for Politico found that 
use of the words “income in¬ 
equality’’ quintupled in a news 
database after the Occupy 


protests began. That’s a signifi¬ 
cant achievement, for this is an 
issue that goes to our country’s 
values and our opportunities for 
growth - and yet we in the news 
business have rarely given it the 
attention it deserves. 

The statistic that takes my breath 
away is this: The top 1 percent of 
Americans possess a greater net 
worth than the entire bottom 90 
percent, according to an analy¬ 
sis by the Economic Policy Insti¬ 
tute. 

A new study by Michael I. Nor¬ 
ton of Harvard Business School 
and Dan Ariely of Duke Univer¬ 
sity polled Americans about 
what wealth distribution would 
be optimal. People across the 
board thought that the richest 
20 percent of Americans should 
control about one-third of the 
nation’s wealth, and the poor¬ 
est 20 percent about one-tenth. 
In fact, the richest 20 percent of 
Americans own more than 80 
percent of the country’s wealth. 
And the poorest 20 percent own 
one-tenth of 1 percent. 

It would be easier to accept this 
gulf between the haves and the 
have-nots if it could be spanned 
by intelligence and hard work. 
Sometimes it can. But over all, 
such upward mobility in the 
United States seems more con¬ 
strained than in the supposed 
class societies of Europe. 
Research by the Economic Mo¬ 
bility Project, which explores 
accessibility to the American 
dream, suggests that the United 
States provides less intergenera- 
tional mobility than most other 
industrialized nations do. That’s 
not only because of tax policy, 
which is what liberals focus on. 
Perhaps even more important 
are educational investments, 
like early childhood education, 
to try to even the playing field. 
We can’t solve inequality unless 
we give poor and working-class 
kids better educational oppor¬ 
tunities. The Occupy movement 
is also right that one of the driv¬ 
ers of inequality (among many) 
is the money game in politics. 
Michael Spence, a Nobel Prize¬ 
winning economist who shares 
a concern about rising inequal¬ 
ity, told me that we’ve seen “an 
evolution from one propertied 
man, one vote; to one man, 
one vote; to one person, one 
vote; trending to one dollar, one 
vote.’’ 

James M. Stone, former chair¬ 
man of the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission, said in a 
recent speech that many mem¬ 
bers of Congress knew that 
banks needed to be more tight¬ 
ly regulated, perhaps broken 
into smaller pieces. 

“So why was this not done?’’ he 
asked. “One obvious piece of 
the answer is that both politi¬ 
cal parties rely heavily on cam¬ 
paign contributions from the 
financial sector.’’ 

The solution to these inequities 
and injustices is not so much set¬ 
ting up tents at bits of real estate 
here or there, but a relentless fo¬ 
cus on the costs of inequality. 
So as we move into an election 
year. I’m hoping that the move¬ 
ment will continue to morph 
into: Occupy the Agenda.Q 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

There’s a word I keep hearing 
lately: “technocrat.’’ Sometimes 
it’s used as a term of scorn - the 
creators of the euro, we’re told, 
were technocrats who failed to 
take human and cultural fac¬ 
tors into account. Sometimes it’s 
a term of praise: The newly in¬ 
stalled prime ministers of Greece 
and Italy are described as tech¬ 
nocrats who will rise above poli¬ 
tics and do what needs to be 
done. 

I call foul. I know from techno¬ 
crats; sometimes I even play 
one myself. And these people - 
the people who bullied Europe 
into adopting a common cur¬ 
rency, the people who are bul¬ 
lying both Europe and the Unit¬ 
ed States into austerity _aren’t 
technocrats. They are, instead, 
deeply impractical romantics. 
They are, to be sure, a pecu¬ 
liarly boring breed of romantic, 
speaking in turgid prose rather 
than poetry. And the things they 
demand on behalf of their ro¬ 
mantic visions are often cruel, 
involving huge sacrifices from 
ordinary workers and families. 
But the fact remains that those 
visions are driven by dreams 
about the way things should be 
rather than by a cool assess¬ 
ment of the way things really 
are. 

And to save the world economy 
we must topple these danger¬ 
ous romantics from their pedes¬ 
tals. 

Let’s start with the creation of 


the euro. If you think that this 
was a project driven by careful 
calculation of costs and bene¬ 
fits, you have been misinformed. 
The truth is that Europe’s march 
toward a common currency 
was, from the beginning, a du¬ 
bious project on any objective 
economic analysis. The conti¬ 
nent’s economies were too dis¬ 
parate to function smoothly with 
one-size-fits-all monetary policy, 
too likely to experience “asym¬ 
metric shocks’’ in which some 
countries slumped while others 
boomed. And unlike U.S. states, 
European countries weren’t part 
of a single nation with a unified 
budget and a labor market tied 
together by a common lan¬ 
guage. 

So why did those “technocrats’’ 
push so hard for the euro, dis¬ 
regarding many warnings from 
economists? Partly it was the 
dream of European unifica¬ 
tion, which the Continent’s 
elite found so alluring that its 
members waved away practi¬ 
cal objections. And partly it was 
a leap of economic faith, the 
hope - driven by the will to be¬ 
lieve, despite vast evidence to 
the contrary - that everything 
would work out as long as na¬ 
tions practiced the Victorian vir¬ 
tues of price stability and fiscal 
prudence. 

Sad to say, things did not work 
out as promised. But rather than 
adjusting to reality, those sup¬ 
posed technocrats just doubled 
down - insisting, for example, 
that Greece could avoid de¬ 
fault through savage austerity, 
when anyone who actually did 
the math knew better. 

Let me single out in particu¬ 
lar the European Central Bank 
(ECB), which is supposed to be 
the ultimate technocratic institu¬ 
tion, and which has been espe¬ 
cially notable for taking refuge 
in fantasy as things go wrong. 
Last year, for example, the bank 
affirmed its belief in the confi¬ 
dence fairy - that is, the claim 
that budget cuts in a depressed 
economy will actually promote 
expansion, by raising business 


and consumer confidence. 
Strange to say, that hasn’t hap¬ 
pened anywhere. 

And now, with Europe in crisis - 
a crisis that can’t be contained 
unless the ECB steps in to stop 
the vicious circle of financial col¬ 
lapse - its leaders still cling to the 
notion that price stability cures 
all ills. Last week Mario Draghi, 
the ECB’s new president, de¬ 
clared that “anchoring inflation 
expectations’’ is “the major con¬ 
tribution we can make in sup¬ 
port of sustainable growth, em¬ 
ployment creation and financial 
stability.’’ 

This is an utterly fantastic claim to 
make at a time when expected 
European inflation is, if anything, 
too low, and what’s roiling the 
markets is fear of more or less im¬ 
mediate financial collapse. And 
it’s more like a religious procla¬ 
mation than a technocratic as¬ 
sessment. 

Just to be clear, this is not an an¬ 
ti-European rant, since we have 
our own pseudo-technocrats 
warping the policy debate. In 
particular, allegedly nonpartisan 
groups of “experts’’ - the Com¬ 
mittee for a Responsible Federal 
Budget, the Concord Coalition, 
and so on - have been all too 
successful at hijacking the eco¬ 
nomic policy debate, shifting its 
focus from jobs to deficits. 

Real technocrats would have 
asked why this makes sense at 
a time when the unemployment 
rate is 9 percent and the inter¬ 
est rate on U.S. debt is only 2 
percent. But like the ECB, our fis¬ 
cal scolds have their story about 
what’s important, and they’re 
sticking to it no matter what the 
data say. 

So am I against technocrats? 
Not at all. I like technocrats - 
technocrats are friends of mine. 
And we need technical exper¬ 
tise to deal with our economic 
woes. 

But our discourse is being badly 
distorted by ideologues and 
wishful thinkers - boring, cruel 
romantics - pretending to be 
technocrats. And it’s time to 
puncture their pretensions. □ 
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Big-rig drivers try to steer away from bad diets 



Oran Clay, a truck driver, jumps rope during Driver Appreciation Day at the Texas Star Express, in 
Rockwall, Texas. Beset by insurance costs and desperate to make ensure that drivers pass health 
tests, trucking companies and industry groups are working to persuade them to change their hab¬ 
its. 

(Khampha Bouaphanh/The New York Times) 


error. Twelve percent of 
these coses were because 
the driver was asleep, had 
a heart attack, was in dia¬ 
betic shock or had some 
other health problem. 

“Of the accidents that are 
preventable. I'd say about 
10 to 25 percent, if not high¬ 
er, were from drivers who 
were tired, had sleep ap¬ 
nea or were not physically 
fit,” said Chad Hoppenjan, 
director of transportation 
safety services at Cotting- 
ham and Butler, an insur¬ 
ance broker in Dubuque, 
Iowa. 

The U.S. Transportation De¬ 
partment requires truck 
drivers to pass a certifying 
medical exam every two 
years. Drivers are checked 
for severe heart conditions, 
high blood pressure and re¬ 
spiratory maladies, includ¬ 
ing sleep disorders. 

While the statistics are 


2,500 to 4,000 miles. "I feel 
like a marshmallow be¬ 
cause I don't get to exer¬ 
cise," said Waugh, who 
weighs about 300 pounds. 
Routines that keep other 
Americans healthy - hitting 
the gym, cooking at home, 
scheduling a doctor's ap¬ 
pointment - are nearly 
impossible, since drivers 
are rarely in one place for 
more than a day or two. 
The only exercise for many 
is pressing the gas pedal; 
most don't load and un¬ 
load cargo. 

When they do leave their 
vehicles, it's usually at truck 
stops and fast-food restau¬ 
rants where nearly every 
option is greasy or fatty or 
served up in calorie-rich 
buffets - which some truck¬ 
ers say stands for “Big Ugly 
Fat Fellows Eating Togeth¬ 
er.” 

“Everything's fried, fried. 



Roy Williams, a truck driver who has recently lost 70 pounds by avoiding greasy foods, walks by 
the food court at the TA Travel Center, in Denton, Texas. Beset by insurance costs and desperate to 
make ensure that drivers pass health tests, trucking companies and industry groups are working to 
persuade them to change their habits. 

(Brandon Thibodeaux/The New York Times) 
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After driving hundreds of 
miles, the last thing Roy Wil¬ 
liams, a truck driver from 
Denton, Texas, wanted to 
do was exercise. After a 
day trapped in the cab, 
stopping only to gorge on 
greasy fare at truck stops, 
who could think of working 
out? 

But once he ballooned to 
405 pounds, he knew he 
had to make a change. So 
last year, Williams, 58, did 
something all too rare for 
someone in his profession: 
Fie embarked on a diet 
and exercise program. 

The six-pack of Coca-Cola 
he drank each day? Gone. 
The hamburgers, chips and 
chocolate he relished? No 
more. Today, 

he drinks a protein shake 
mixed with ice water or 
soy milk for breakfast, nib¬ 
bles cantaloupe and red 
grapes, and makes “sand¬ 
wiches” with thinly sliced 
meat and cheese but no 
bread. Fie keeps a fold-up 
bike in his truck and zips 
around rest areas on his 
breaks. 

Flis weight is down to 335 
pounds, and he's managed 
to reduce the amount of 
blood pressure medication 
he takes. “I rarely, maybe 
once a week, even go into 
a truck stop,” said Williams, 
who has been navigating 


an 18-wheeler for the past 
30 years. 

Williams' predicament is 
hardly unique. On the road 
for weeks on end, with the 
sorts of diets that make 
nutritionists apoplectic, 
the nation's truckers are in 
pretty bad shape. 

Now, beset by rising insur¬ 
ance costs and desperate 
to ensure their drivers pass 
government health tests, 
trucking companies and 
industry groups are work¬ 
ing hard to persuade road 
warriors to change their 
habits. 

It's a long haul, so to speak. 
Eighty-six percent of the 
estimated 3.2 million truck 
drivers in the United States 
are overweight or obese, 
according to a 2007 study 
in The Journal of the Ameri¬ 
can Dietetic Association. 
“Obesity is a terrible prob¬ 
lem in the trucking industry,” 
said Brett Blowers, director 
of marketing and develop¬ 
ment for the Flealthy Truck¬ 
ing Association of America, 
an industry organization in 
Montgomery, Ala. 

A few years ago. Blowers' 
group conducted a blood 
pressure screening of more 
than 2,000 drivers at an an¬ 
nual truck show. “We sent 
21 directly to the emergen¬ 
cy room, and one of them 
had a heart attack on the 
way there,” he recalled. 

It's a problem not just for 


truckers, but for anyone 
who shares the road with 
them. In 2010, heavy and 
tractor-trailer truck drivers 
accounted for 13 percent 
of all fatal occupational 
injuries, according to pre¬ 
liminary data from the Bu¬ 
reau of Labor Statistics. A 
2007 report from the Fed¬ 
eral Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration found that 
87 percent of crashes in¬ 
volving truckers stemmed 
to some degree from driver 


bleak, they're not espe¬ 
cially surprising. Driving 
is a sedentary activity. 
Most truckers are paid by 
the mile, so they tend to 
squeeze out every last sec¬ 
ond of the 11 hours they're 
allowed on the road in 
a 24-hour period.“Some 
days I've driven 600 miles 
and didn't even stop,” said 
Barb Waugh, 58, of Fairfax, 
S.D., one of an estimated 
190,000 female truckers. 
In a typical week she logs 


fried - chicken, hot dogs, 
hamburgers, chili, burritos, 
corn dogs,” said Bill John¬ 
son, 50, of Lubbock, Texas, 
a 25-year industry veteran. 
Jill Garcia, 50, a driver from 
San Antonio who is obese 
and has sleep apnea 
and hypertension, said: 
“I swear, the truck stops 
have a candy-a-holic at 
their corporate offices. You 
can get two king-size bars 
for $3. I got four packs of 
M&M's for a buck.”Q 
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